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allow the bill to be read through, I will withhold || 


it until that has been done. 
Mr. HAVEN obtained the floor, but yielded to 
Mr. BENTON, who said: | have an amend- 
ment which I desire to offer in this place, because 
it belongs to the class of marine hospitals which | 
the committee have been considering. I move to | 
insert the following: 


Por the entire completion of the edifice and grounds of 
the hospital at St. Louis, and tor putting the whole into a 
fit state for occupancy, 10,000. 


That amendment is in the precise words of the 
recommendation which has been sent down to us 
from the Secretary of the Treasury; and all I have | 
to state to the committee is, that this hospital is 
now at the point of completion, but has never 
been occupied at all. It is only awaiting this little 
approprt ,tion to enable it to go into operation. | 
repeat, that | have copied the words of the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
acreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I now move to amend by in- 
serting the following: 


For the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, with the 
at purtenances and the buildings thereon, belonging, the one || 
thereot to the Bank of Commerce, and the other thereof 
to the Bank of the State of New York,and particularly re- 
ferred to and described in the two contracts, one with each 
of said banks, for the leasing and the right to purchase the 
same, bearing date the 19th of August, 1853: Provided, 
That before the said purchase is made, the State of New 
York shall cede to the United States jurisdiction over said 
land and property, and shall, by law, exonerate the same 
and the property of the United States thereon from all taxes, 
levies, and assessments thereon while the same remains the 
property of the United States, $530,000, 


Mr. Chairman, if gentlemen of the committee 
will refer to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on finance, at page eleven, they will find || 
the reasons for this amendment. IL offer it under 
the instruction of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Last year, provision was made for the 
establishment of an assay office in the city of New 
York, and the Secretary of the Treasury was di- 
rected to procure proper buildings and machinery 
for the accommodation of that office. On page 
eleven of his report on finance, the Secretary tells 
us that he has made two leases, one with the Bank 
of Commerce, and one with the Bank of the State 
of New York, running for fifteen years each, at 
an annual rent for the two buildings of $53,000. 
The aggregate rent for those two buildings for fif- 
teen years will amount to $795,000. Each lease 
contains a provision that the Government of the 
United States may have the privilege of purchas- 
ing the buildings and ground at any time within 
two years, for the amount named in the amend- 
ment, $530,000. The Committee of Ways and 
Means thought that it was wise to purchase the 
property at once for $530,000, and avoid the pay- 
ment of the rent, and be the owners of the property 
atthe end of fifteen years, instead of paying during 
fifteen years two hundred and odd thousand dol- 
lars by way of rent, and not own the property at 
the expiration of that time, more especially when || 
we take into consideration the fact that the Gov- || 
ernment is now buying up its stocks and securi- || 
ties at a premium of some twenty per cent. on the 
dollar. It isa question that the committee feel 
some reluctance to recommend or urge on the 
House. Still itis a matter of economy; itis recom- 
mended by the Department, and I submit to the 
House that it is wise at least to pay for the prop- 
erty when you can buy it for.much less than the | 
-— which the Secretary has contracted to give 
or it, 

This matter is, in my judgment, legitimately 
and properly before the committee. The Secre- 
tary has made no contract binding or pledging the 
Government in any way; but he has very well 
reserved to the Government, in his contracts, the 
omy of saving the amount of money that I 
ave indicated, by becoming the absolute pur- 
chasers of the property. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I intend, as I believe it to | 
e my duty to do, to submit a point of order || 
upon this proposition. I ask if it is clearly a |) 


24 








, 


**deficiency,’’ within the understanding of the 


| word as applied to the provisions of this bill? 


Now, sir, it will be recollected by every gentle- 
man who occupied a seat upon this floor during 
the last Congress, that when the establishment 
of an assay office in New York was proposed, 
$100,000 was considered quite a sufficient sum 
tor that purpose, and when it was intimated that 
it would lead to heavy expenditures for the erec- 
tion of a public building for the accommodation 
of the office, the idea was scouted by those who 
were the strongest supporters of the measure. 
Now, | submit to the committee that this Is a 
wasteful and extravagant expenditure of the public 
money. There is no earthly need of it. For the 
mere purpose of assaying, a much smaller build- 
ing than that which has been leased by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury would suffice. I did not 
hear very distinctly the remarks of the gentleman 
from New York, |Mr. Haven,] but I understeod 
him to say that this building had been leased by 
the Secretary for the enormous rent of fifty or 


| sixty thousand dollars per annum. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman is presenting 
a point of order, it is not debatable. If he is 


| opposing the amendment, it is debatable. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I intended to oppose the 


j}amendment. I submit that it opens upa question 


which will be brought before this committee at 
some time or other. It now unnecessarily post- 
pones the consideration of this deficiency bill. I 
submit that the amendment is not in order, be- 
cause it is not within the meaning of the word 


| ** deficiency,’ as understood in this committee; no 
| appropriation having been made for the construc- 
tion of the building. 


The CHAIRMAN. Asthe Chair understands, 


| this work is in progress; and therefore the amend- 


ment is in order, so far as the rule in reference to 


| deficiencies is concerned. The Chair is informed 


that the money is wanted for the prosecution of 
the work before the 30th of June, 1854. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Does the Chair overrule 
the point of order that I submitted ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
gentleman’s point of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I appeal from that 
decision of the Chair, merely for the purpose of 
getting an expression of the opinion of the com- 


| mittee on the subject. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. The amendment proposed by the gen- 


| tleman from New York, it is claimed, contains an 
| appropriation needed to be expended for the prose- 


cution of the work referred to, between the present 
time and the 30th of June next. The Chair sup- 
poses the amendment to be in order toa deficiency 


| billhandsorules. From this decision of the Chair 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania appeals, and the 
question now is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 


| stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 


Mr. FLORENCE. I submit to the committee 


| whether this appropriation has been recommended 


by the Secretary of the Treasury as necessary to 
complete the work contemplated by an appropria- 
tion previously made? “¥ 

The question was then taken; and the decision 
of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I contend that there is no 
necessity for this appropriation. 

Mr. LETCHER. Irise to a question of order. 
I think that the gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
already spoken five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s five min- 
utes have not yet expired. 

Mr. LETCHER. Hasthe gentleman five min- 
utes still to speak ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit that the gentle- 
man from Virginia is himself out of order. 

The appropriation proposed by the amendment 
is extravagant and unnecessary. When the gen- 
tleman from New York (Mr. Brooks] came here 
last year, and asked for the establishment of an 
assay Office in that city, it was never contemplated 
that it should be of the magnitude now designed, 


and which must, I am sure, astound this commit- 
tee. I have already said that there was no earthly 
necessity for this expenditure of money for the 
purpose of refinement. The object of the estab- 
lishment of the assay office in New York was not 
the refining of gold. Refining adds nothing to the 
commercial character or value of gold. The object 
of the establishment was to stamp upon gold which 
had been assayed its true value, so that it might be 


used for commercial purposes—for exportation, or 
to be sent to the mint for coinage. It does not 
necessarily require that the gold so assayed shall 


be refined, either to give it commercial value or 
character. There is then no necessity for a build- 
ing for refining purposes. The « ost for refining 
in New York must necessarily be from thirty-three 
per cent, to fifty percent. higher than at the parent 
Mint in Philadelphia. 

The increased cost of labor, and the cost of 
chemicals, which cannot be procured except from 
Philadelphia, imposes upon the owner of the gold 
just thatadditional cost, which might be prevented 
by sending it to Philadelphia for refining. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question is upon the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from New 
York. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to strike 
out $530,000 and insert in lieu thereof $535,000. 

At the last Congress an act was passed to es- 
tablish an assay office in the city of New York. 
The fifteenth section of that bill provides that the 
Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to pro- 
cure, by rent, lease, or otherwise, a building or 
apartments, In the city of New York, suitable for 

| the operations of said office, unless he is of opin- 
ion that suitable apartments in the custom-house 
in that city may be assigned for that purpose. 
Thus we see that the Secretary of the Treasury 
was authorized, by the last Congress, to rent, 
lease, or otherwise procure, suitable buildings in 
the city of New York for this assay office. I do 
not know, nor can | determine, whether this power 
has been judiciously exercised by the Secretary or 
not; but this is the condition of affairs as we find 
them now. 

The Secretary, in pursuance of this law, has 
leased, for the term of fifteen years, certain build- 
ings and grounds for this purpose, at the annual 
rent of $53,000, amounting in the fifteen years to 
$795,000. He has also made a conditional con- 
tract with the proprietors and owners of those 
buildings and grounds, that he may purchase it 
for the Government, in fee simple, for the sum of 
$530,000. Now, sir, the question for this House 
and for Congress to determine is, whether they 
will go on and pay the $795,000 in the fifteen 
years, and then vacate the property and let it re- 


| vert to its owners, or whether they will pay the 


$530,000 now, and thereby secure the property to 
the United States. Asa matter of economy, if it 
were left to me at this time to determine, | would 
prefer to pay the $530,000 cash, and keep the prop- 
erty, rather than the $795,000 in rent, and not ob- 
tain the property in fee. True economy would 
direct the purchase. I think it is good policy to 
make it. I cannot tell whether this contract has 
been wisely and judiciously made. However that 
may be, I prefer the purchase, on the principle of 
economy, for the sum named, rather than pay 
$795,000 in rent. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I amcandid enough to ac- 
knowledge to this committee that I do not under- 
stand precisely the relations existing between 
the Government and tie lessor of the building for 
the assay office in New York. { understood, from 
the imperfect hearing I had of the remarks of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Haven,] that 
the right of purchase for $530,000 was limited by 
this contract to two years, and that it could be 
abrogated at any moment after that time that the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the lessor of the 
building should agree upon. Butif it is absolute, 
and if it cannot be changed—if $53,000 a year is 
to be paid for fifteen years by way of lease, and 
the Government can buy the property in fee sim- 
| ple for $530,000—I agree entirely with the gentle- 





370 


n from Tenner see, [Mr 


ike the purchase. So far 


Jonrs,] that it is better 
as the 
the building is concerned it does not at all inter- 
with the I entertain, or that I 
sed, as to the impropriety of est iblishing the 
connection with thes issay office 
ew York city. Iam candid eee: and [ 
it to be my duty to say to this committee, and 
that I believe it would be better that 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New York should be adopted, and the money 
propriated, than that we should pay in fifteen 
years $750,000 as rent. Hence lam op posed to the 
appropriation asked for by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee,and | hope that the appro 
f $530,000 will be made. 
Che question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the ar mendment, and it was not agreed to. 
The stion then recurring upon Mr. Haven’s 


sdhehaats it was put, and the amendment was 
neil to. 


posses ion 


opinton ex- 


ng office in 


ie countr 


il ren eof 


mr hon 
‘ . 


[A me 
by the h 
informing the 
from its d 
to the 


sare was here received from the Senate 
inds of Aspury Dicks, its Secretary, 
Llouse that the Senate had receded 
isagreement to the House amendments 
Senate bill to re culate and disburse the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate, and for other purposes, 
and had agreed to said amendments. } 

Mr. RICE. I offer the following amendment: 

For finishing the Capitol and ‘Territorial prison in the 
, tory of Minnesota, grading and fencing the grounds tor 


210,000, to be expended under the direction of 


cretary of the Treasury. 


rT he Governor of the Territory of Minnesota 

ithe attention of the Legislature to the fact, 

t wat money heret ofore appropriated for finish- 
ine these buildings has not been sufficient, and in 
consequence the at th 1ey have have received great 
injury. A me morial upon that subject lies upon 
the Speaker’ s table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to ask the Delegate 
from Minnesota whether this proposition has been 
before any committee of the House? Is it an 
estimate recommended either by the Department, 
any committee, or both? 

Mr. RICE It has been recommended by 
neither. I addressed a ietter in regard to this mat- 
ter to the Secretary of the Interior, thinking that 
it came within his jurisdiction, with a copy of the 
message of the Governor of Minnesota. He re- 
ferred it to the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
addressed a communication upon the subject to the 
House yesterday, which was then read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. As I under- 
stand this matter, it is one that commends itself to 
the sense of justice of the committee in behalf of 
the ‘Territory of Minnesota. An appropriation 
has heretofore been made by Congress for the 
completion of the territor‘al buildings there. That 
appropriation, under the circumstances, is proved 
to be entirely insufficient for the full completion of 
the capitol and the territorial prison, and for the 
erading and fencing of the grounds in a manner 
corresponding to the character of those public 
butidings. 
attention of the Legislature of Minnesota 
has been called by the Governor of the Territory 
to this subject. The estimated cost of what is 
wanted has been stated by my friend, the Dele- 

ate from Minnesota, who knows all about it; 
Said he has given his opinion, which satisfies me, 
and, { believe, will satisfy every gentleman in this 
committee, that this appropriation is one we should 
most chee srfully make for the purposes indicated. 
itis true that this matter has not gone to any com- 
mittee of this House, but the gentleman from Min- 
nesota called the attention of the Secretary of the 
‘Freasury to it; and a letter from that officer, in an- 
swer, has been received, and was read to the House 
yesterday. Ido not know that there has been any 
regular estimate from the Department made w ith 
regard to the amount necess: ry, but the gentleman 
from Minnesota, and the Governor of the Terri- 
tory, state that $10,000 will be necessar y for the pur- 
rose proposed; and | myself believe that it io but 
ust to that Territory that the appropriation should 
<a granted. Sir, the at Territory is a child of our 
Government, and we should extend to it the fos- 
tering care ofa parent. We should deal liberally 
and justly in this matter, and not hesitate to come 
forward in a case like this, and complete what we 
have already begun. This appropriation will not 
only complete your public buildings there, but it 
will beautify and adorn them. I therefore appeal 


ihe 
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to the generosity and magnanimity, and the sense 
of justice, « f this committee to sustain the 
' st offered DY the Dele fate. The Ter ritory 
no vote here, and none in the other branch. 
has a delegate here—my friend who offered 
this amendment, and who serves his 
with great zeal and fidelity—but he cannot vote 
with us. The appeal to us on that account is, 
therefore, so much the stronger, and I do trust the 
amendment will be favorably received by this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I 
the appropriation one dollar. 

In regard to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Hovsrown,] it is due to the Dele- 
cate from Minnesota that | should say, that as | 
happened to be the only member of the Committee 
of Waysand Means with whom he was pers pnany 

equainted, he requested me to bring the mat- 
ter before the committee; I did so, but inforn ally, 
and no action was taken by them upon the subject. 
I suggested to the gentleman from Minnesot: a that 
it would be well to refer the matter to the Treas- 
ury Department, and havea communication upon 
the subject sent from that Department to the 
Speaker of the House, which could be referred 
recularly to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
The gentleman followed m} ind yes- 
terday a communication came from the Treasury 
Department, which was referred to the Commit- 
Waysand Means. The committee, how- 
ever, have not since had a meeting, and therefore 
it is that no recommendation from them upon the 
subject has been made. 

The gentleman from Minnesota considers it a 
deficiency proper to be in the deficiency 
bill, and th ppropriate place to insert 
it. It is not probable that any action now will be 
taken upon the subject by the Committee of Ways 
and Means such action were to be taken 
it must depend, ina great degree, upon the evidence 
now in the possession of the conimittee. 

The communication from the Treasury simply 
transmits the letter from the Delegate from Minne- 
with an extract 
Governor of that Territory. 
which that Department 
upon which we 


amend- 
ment ju 


She 


constituents 


move to increase 


y suggestion, : 


tee of 


inserted 
at this is thea 


is, and if 


sota, from 


the message of the 
This is all upon 
could rely, and it is all 
can rely, in addition to the state- 
ment of the Delegate in confirmation of the papers. 
1 believe, for one, after conference with the gentle- 


| man from Minnesota, that the appropriation ought 


to pass. 


Although the Committee of Ways and 
Means have not, and prob ibly will not make any 
recommendation, yet it is a deficiency which 1 
hope the House will see proper to rrant. 
be no objection I will now withdraw the amend- 
ment | have offered. 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

The question then recurring upon the adoption 
of the amendment offered by Mr. Rice, it was put, 
and the amendment was avreed to. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 


I move to amend by in- 
serting the following: 


For completing the marine hospit: 
sissippi, the sum of $55,000, 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
on that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
his point of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
mate— 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I hope the gentleman 
from Alabama will not be so hasty in making his 
point of order, but will allow me to explain the 
amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is the preper time for 
me to make it, and it is this: this item is in the 
regular estimates of the Secret: ry of the Treasury 
for the civil and dip! omatic appropriation bill, and 
is not estimated for as a deficienc y. The Depart- 
ment ask nothing for this purpose for this year, 
but thev ask something for the next fiscal year. 

{ therefore make the point of order, that this 
being a bill to supply deficiencies, and to furnish 
appropriations to be used during the current year, 
and the appropriation contained in this amend- 
ment not being for the current year, it is not in 
order as an amendment to this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
of the gentleman from Mississippi what is the 


fact ? 
Mr. BARKSDALE. 


il at Vicksburg, Mis 


I rise to a question of order 
The gentleman will state 
It is that that 


is an esti- 


I will state the facts to 


If there | 


_ Feb. 7; 


the committee. The s sum of $10,000 has already 
been ap propriated for the erection of a marine ho 

pital at Vicksburg; a site has been purchas ed. an 
the work, that far, has beencommenced. But the 
work cannot be continued until this deficiency js 
supplied by the appropriation of the additional 
amount now asked for. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would j inquire 
of the gentleman froin Mississippi whether this 
sum is wanted during the present fiscal year, or 
only during the coming fiscal year? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Ceriainly. The work 
cannot be prosecuted until the amount I have asked 
for shall be given. The sum of $10,000 has al- 
ready been appropriated 

one eee es The question submitted 
to the gentleman by the Chair is, whether this 
sum is needed during the fiscal year as a defi- 


| ciency, or in the course of the coming year? 


Mr. BARKSDALE. Most assuredly j it is for 
the present fiscal year, ending on the 30th of June 
next. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has some 
doubts whether the amendment is in order or not. 
Jt depends upon a fact about which the gentlemen 
differ—whether this sum is needed during the 
present fiscal year or during the next. 

Mr. ORR. The best evidence upon that point 
is to be found in the estimates of the Secretary of 

the Treasury. He submits this as an estimat. 
for the general appropriation bill, and not for the 
deficiency bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The 
doubts. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. This appropriation is 
asked for by the Secretary of the Treasury ina 
letter to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, in which he says that $10,000 has 
been appropriated for this purpose, and that a 


Chair has great 


further sum of $55,000 will be required for the 


construction of the building, making an agsregat e 
of $65,000 for the site and structure. Now, the 
committee will see at once that it is utter] impos- 
sible to prosecute the work until the additional 
sum of $55,000 shall be appropriated. 

Mr. FULLER. I really hope that the gentleman 
from Mississippi will withdraw his amendment. 
The committee will recollect that I had an amend- 
ment of precisely the same character, and that I 
withdrew it this morning, yielding to the urgent 
solicitation of the chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Means, and to my own sense of propri- 
ety. These appropriations would more properly 
go into the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, 
and ought not to be tacked. on to the deficiency 
bill, making it a‘general appropriation bill. 

I ask the gentleman from Mississippi, therefore, 
to follow the example I have set, and withdraw 
hisamend ment, forthe sake of preserving propriety 
in our legislation. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. [am satisfied that there 
is no similarity between my case and the one 
mentioned by the gentleman from Maine. 

The CHAIRMAN. Though the Chair thinks, 
upon the statement made by both gentlemen, that 
the amendment is more proper to the regular ap- 
propriation bill than the present one, yet, the 
question being one rather of fact than of order, 
the Chair feels it to be his duty to submit it to the 
committee for their decision. The Chair, with a 
creat deal of hesitation, decides the amendment to 
be in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Would the Chair 
inquire w hether this work has been commenced at 
all—-whether anything has been done save the 
selection of a site? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the belief 
that more has been done, and that the work 
actually in progress. The Chair would inquire 
whether the work is or is not in progress. He 
go it to be stated that it was in progress. 

. BARKSDALE. 1 explained to the com- 
ame that it was in progress, in so far that com- 
missioners had been appointed, and a site selected 
and paid for. I said that it was utterly imposs'- 
ble—and in that I contended the deficiency existed 
—to continue the prosecution of the work unless 
this appropriation was made. 

Mr. JONES. No work has been done at all. 

The CHAIRMAN. Though the Chair has 
creat doubt of the amendment heing in order, he 
decides it to be in order, and submits the 
to the committee. 


HOUSTON. 


question 


Let me call the attention o! 


Mr. 














ore, 
raw 


ahs 
levy 


here 


one 








the Chair to the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Nav v for deficiencies. Among them are these: 
To complete the marine h spitals | at Cleveland, 
at St. L ouis, at C shicago, at Louisville, Kentucky; 


at Evansville, Indiana; and at San Francisco, and 
for in ‘losin rand draining, &« be ge e 


g For the pros- 
ition of the marine hospital at Portland, Maina, 
«50.000. For the prosecution of the marine hos- 
ital at Vicksburg, and so on. So far as the Sec- 
retary of the Navy then can settle the point, it is 


t 


<ettled against the appropriation. 
| want now to say a word to my friend from 
Mississippi—that it Is prec isely, in every single 
artis ular, a parallel case with the one of Port- 
, Maine 


“Mr. BARKSDALE. The difference is, that in 

th i case the site had not been selected. 
. HOUSTON. In that case there was a site 
onging to the Government. 
Mr. P ERKINS, of Louisiana. I wish to say 
one word. I have urged the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. BarkspaLe] not to agree to the re- 
quest of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Fun ER] 
to withdraw his amendment; and I did so for this 
reason: The gentleman from New Hampshire, in 
speaking the other day, alluded to the condition of 
the lower part of the Mississip pi river, and, with 
that liberality which Lam happy to say hs as alway s 
characterized his sentiments on this subject, said 
that if such appropriations were needed an yw here, 
they were in the lower part of the Mississippi 
river. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will remind 
the gentleman from Louisiane that the question of 
order is not whether the appropriation is needed 
or not, but whether the amendment is proper in 
this or in another bill. 

Mr. PERKINS. [I intend to examine whether 
the appropriation is for adeficiency ornot. Now, 
what is a deficiency ? 

Mr. JONES. Thereis nothing before the com- 
mittee on which debate is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order; 
and, if objected to, the gentleman cannot proceed. 

Ir. LETCHER. Does the Chair decide the 
amendment to be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. He does. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. ae 3. Does that give me an oppor- 
tunity, Mr. Chairm: in, to debate the question : ° 

The CHAIRMAN. Itdoes not. The ques- 
tion now is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’ 

The wobariats was taken, and the decision of the 
C a lr Was sustained. 


} 


e 


. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following amendment: 

And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author- 
ized and directed, out of any unexpended balance of 
appropriations heretofore made for the construction of the 
custom house, post office, &c., at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
and which may remain after the application of the same, to 
apply so much thereof as may, in his judgment, be neces 
sary to furnish in a suitable manner the several rooms and 
offices in said building, to improve the grounds, and so much 
thereol a5 may be necessary to pay the two commissioners 
who superintended the coustruction of said buildings three 


dollars per day each. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I desire to say a few words 
in explanation of the amendment. It asks for no 
appropriation whatever. The ap propriation was 
made years ago for the building of the custom- 
house and the post office. The architect has gone 
on and comp! leted the building, and, in doing 80, 
made his calculation so as to leave a sufficient sum 
of money out of the ar ppropriation to furnish the 
— : cian 

. LETCHER, (interrupting.) I rise to a 
qui uestion of order. Lask whether this amendment 
is in order? 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks itis not 
in order. It does not refer to an at ypropriation for 
a work authorized by law, but to the: -egulation of 
Salaries, and other matters. 


The Clerk then read the next clause of the bill, 
as follow 8: 


‘ For the increased compensation of the surveyor gen- 
eral of Oregon, fram the 3d of March, 1853, to the 30th of 
June, 1854, $1 327 77.» 


‘4aé 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon, offered the following 
amendment, to be added to the clause last read: 
For the payment of the actual and neces sary expenses 
Mecurred by the provis ional government of Oregon in defense 
of u le people of said Territory from the attacks and hos 
Ulities of the Cayuse Indians in the years 1847 and 1848, 
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and that it sh be the dutv of the Seeretary of | reas 


ury to allow and pay the sums found due, and allowed by 
the Governor of said Territory, or any one of the commis 
sioners of the Cayuse war claim, $75,000, 

Mr. LANE. If the committee will give me 
their attention for a few minutes, I think I will be 
able to satisfy them that the amendment I have 
offered ought to be adopted. When I arrived in 
the Territory of Oregon in 1848, and entered upon 
my duties as Governor, my attention was directed 
to the Cayuse war, and the expenses incurred by 
the Territory in suppressing the hostilities com- 
mitted by the Cayuse Indians a: gainst the settlers. 
I called the attention of the Legislature tothe sub- 


ject, and used the following ianietcian : 


‘* From the best information I have been able to gath 
from estimates and otherwise, the expense of the late Cay 
use war may be set down at about $190,000. 

** This indebtedness has borne heavily on many individ 
uals, who advanced money to the provisional government, 
some of whom borrowed money for the purpose of arming 
and subsisting the troops, and have since paid these sums 
out of their own funds, by which they have been greatly 
injured in their private affairs. 

‘The justice of the war, and the good conduct of the 
citizens in promptly turning out in defense of their country, 
entit'e them not only to the good opinion of Government, 
but to an appropriation by Congress sufficient to pay the 
expense of the war.”’ 

At that time the books of the subsistence and 
quartermaster’s department were placed in my 
hands, as also the muster rolls. My knowledge 
of the service enabled me to estimate correctly 
the whole amount of the expenses of the war; 
and I called the attention of the Legislature to the 
subject. Congress, in 1851, passed an act in re- 
lation to this subject in the following words 

‘6 Be it enacted by the Senate and Houseof Repre ities 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem 
bled, That the Secretary of the Treasury bes and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to settle the actual and ne 
cessary expenses incurred by the provisional government of 
Oregon, in defending the people of said Territory from the 
attacks and hostilities of the Cayuse Indians, in the vears 
1847 and 1848, upon the presentation by the Governor of 
said Territory to the said Secretary of the Treasury, of 
a full, accurate, and detailed statement of the actual and 
necessary expenses of said defense and hostilities, accom 
panied by proper vouchers, and satisfactory proof of the 
correctness thereof, authenticated in conformity with the 


| usages of the Department, and that the sum of $100,000 


be, and is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry the prouvis 
ions of this law into effect.”’ 

If they had appropriated $190,000, then, no 
further action of Congress would have been neces- 
sary. I have now in my possession the report of 
the c ommissioner, who has exami: ned and allowed 
the awards in all the claims, and he sets down 
the balance of the expenses of that war at $75,000 
—$15,000 less than I made out. Many persons 
who served in that war are scattered now in vari- 
ous parts of the world; many of them are dead, 
and their claims will never be presented. Many 
of them had no heirs and no families. If these 
claims had been allowed, they would have covered 
the amount which I estimated in my message. I 
had the means of ascertaining correctly the ex- 
penses of the war. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, as 1 understand it, has sent here a communi- 
cation recommending this appropriation, which 
has been referred to the proper committee, and 
which has been ordered to be printed. ‘The com- 
missioner, as I said before, has set down the bal- 
ance of these Cayuse war claims at $75,000. 
Congress has authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay the actual and necessary expen- 
ses of that war; but $100,000 are not sufficient for 
that purpose, and a further appropriation of 
$75,000 is necessary. I hope every member of 
the committee will see that Congress has already 
assumed the debt and authorized the payment of 
the expenses of that war; and that they will not 
hesitate to grant the $75,000 necessary to pay the 
balance of the expenses. 

Mr. MATTESON. This claim came before 
the Military Committee at the first session of the 
Thirty-First Congress, and a proposition was 
made to pay $195,000 for this very purpose. There 
was no evidence before the committee—no detailed 
statements—showing that the expenses of this 
war amounted to any such sum. There was no 
evidence furnished at all by the Delegate from Ore- 
gon, at that time, to show what those expenses 
were. The committee, under the circumstances, 
and with such information as they had before them, 
struck out $90,000, which made the appropriation 
$100,000. From that time to this I have never 
seen any detailed statement of these expenses. 
Such a statement may be here; but, I think, before 
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we vote this $75,000, we should know in what 
those expenses consist, and whether these charges 
are fair or legal as against the Government. At 
this time, and without further evidence, I am op- 
posed to this amendment, and until | know what 
isto become of these $75,000. 

Mr. LANE. I know it is not in order to ex- 
plain at this time, but I will say to the gentleman 
that the appropriation which is now asked to be 
made is for services rendered and for subsistence 
furnished, and the reports are now in the hands 
of the printer, 

Mr. MATTESON. The reports are what I 
would like to see 

Mr. LANE. The report has been received by 

House, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. It has 
rone to the printer, and, theref re, is not before the 
committee; but this is the proper time and place to 
Insert the appropriation, and | hope the committee 
will adopt it. [| can assure them that it is right, 
and that the appropriation ought to be granted. | 
have the report of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, who has examined into the whole sub- 


ject, and he says that the $75,000 are actually due, 


and ought to be paid. 

Mr. MATTESON. I understand this commu- 
nication has been —— to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, but | have not heard of any 
action by that committee. Thatis what I want t 
see. What action have ‘the Committee of Ways 
and Means taken upon the subject? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The communication, I un- 
dersti ind, was referred to our committee yeste ras ly 
I have not seen it atall, and our committee have, 
of course, taken no action upon it. 

Mr. MATTESON. Well, sir, I desire to see 
the communication, or some report Ag the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means upon it, before I am 
prepared to vote for this appropri: ation. I recollect 
during the second session of the Thirty-First 
Congress this claim came before the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and was looked upon with 
considerable suspicion. But I will not further 
allude to the matter, because the Delegate then 
representing Oregon [Mr. Thurston] has since 
deceased. 

The question was put, and the Chair decided 
the amendment disagreed to—ayes 12, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. LANE. I now want to say that I am sat- 
isfied this committee do not understand this prop- 
osition, or they would not reject it. 

Mr. MATTESON. I callthe gentleman to or 
der. 

Mr. LANE. The gentleman from New York 
may call to order, but—— 

[Loud erie sof ** Order!”’ | 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no amendment 
before the committee, and the gentleman cannot 
proceed with any remarks unless he moves to 
amend. 

Mr. LANE. I demand tellers upon the adop- 
tion of the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the Chair will entertain the proposition for tellers. 

Mr. ORR. Then I suppose the amendment is 
still open to amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. ORR. I move to amend by reducing the 
appropriation $1,000. 

Ido not know anything of the merits of the 
amendment, and therefore I voted against its 
adoption when the question was put. I rise now 
for the purpose of moving this amendment, in 
order to give my friend from Oregon an opportu- 


‘6 Order!?’) 


nity of explaining the appropriation for the satis- 
faction of the House. [| desire to know why this 


claim has not been referred to a committee? or if 


it has been so referred, why they have not reported 
the amendment? 

A Member. Let us have the amendment read. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Lane was read 
by the Clerk. 

Mr. ORR. I would like, also, to ask the gen- 
tleman from Oregon when this commission was 
organized by the Governor of that Territory for 
the purpose of ascertaining and adjudicating upon 
the claims of citizens of Oregon for services ren- 
dered during this Cayuse war? 

Mr. LANE. I will answer the gentleman’s 
question with a great deal of pleasure The rea- 
son why I have not produced any recommenda- 
tion of a committee in relation to this matter, is 
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that early in the session I introduced a bill provid- 


in? fora further ap yropration of $75,000 for the 
xeitiement of these claims, and had it referred to 
the Committee on Territories, and that committee 
has not yet reported upon it. But it occurred to 
me, that as this was a deficiency, it would be proper 
to offer it as an amendment to the deficiency bill. 

The Legislature of the Territory of Oregon ap- 
pointed a commissioner to investigate the claims 
growing out of the Cayuse war. He was a 
sworn officer, paid by the Legislature. He has 
allowed every soldier a fair compensation for his 
services, and he has also allowed compensation to 
those who had furnished clothing, subsistence, 
and the munitions of war to the troops, but he has 
allowed for nothing but what was necessary for 
the subsistence and maintenance of the force, and 
for actual service. There is a balance of $75,000 
still wanting, 

1 will say to the gentleman from South Carolina 
what I said before, that when I arrived in Oregon 
my attention was called to this subject, and I took 
the report of the Deputy Quuartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, and the muster roll, and estimated the ex- 
pense of the war, and set it down in my message 
at $190,000; but it is now found that $15,000 less 
than that sum will pay it. IT am glad that it 1s 
less than I estimated, though I took care to esti- 
mate correctly; and the reason why it is less is, 
as | have before explained, that many of the per- 
sons then in the service, and who furnished sub- 
sistence, have since died and left no heirs. 

Mr. ORR. L understand that theawards made 
by this commission were in the shape of certifi- 
cates, and that the money has not been paid by the 
‘Territory of Oregon to these persons. Now, if 
that be the true state of the case, I would submit 
to the gentleman from Oregon, in all kindness, 
that I think it would be better for his claim if he 
would allow some one of the committees of this 
House to examine it, and report upon it. It can 
then be offered aS an amendment to the Army 
appropriation bill, or the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, or the specific bill for the pay- 
ment of these claims can be taken up, and it will 
be more likely to pass than if the claim is pressed 
rressed now. 

Mr. LANE. Has the attention of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina been called to the law of 


Congress appropriating $100,000 for the payment 


of these Cayuse war claims? 

Mr. ORR. 1 was aware that that appropriation 
had been made. 

Mr. LANE. That law assumed the payment 
of the just claims growing out of the war, and 
4100,000 is not sufficient for that purpose. I read 
from that law: 


*© Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa 


lives of the United States of America in Congress assem- | 


bled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to settle the actual and 
necessary expenses incurred by the provisional govern 
ment of Oregon in defending the people of that Territory 
from the attacks and hostiliues of the Cayuse Indians. ”’ 

Now, the Secretary ‘of the Treasury was thus 
authorized to pay ‘the actual and necessary 
expenses’? incurred by the Territory, but he has 
not got the means to do it because the requisite 
appropriation has not been made. The only 
question is: will you, after thus assuming the pay- 
ment of the debt, make an appropriation sufficient 
to meet it, or will you hesitate to make the appro- 
priation ? 


‘The amendment to the amendment was then, by 


unanimous consent, withdrawn, 

Mr. CRAIGE. 
great importance. Iam, myself, in some doubt; 
and in order that we may vote understandingly on 
the subject, and learning that the committee will 
probably make a report on it to-morrow, I move 
that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope my friend will with- 
draw his motion. 

Mr. LANE. Lask leave to withdraw the amend- 
ment. _I shali endeavor to attach it to the bill as 
an additional section. By that time, in my judg- 
ment, we will have ample opportunity to look into 
and understand the question. 

There was no objection, and the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. CRAIGE then, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. MILLER. I would inquire of the Chair- 
man whether that part of the bill relating to marine 
hospitals has been passed? 1 desire to submit an 


This seems to be a matter of | 
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amendment in reference to the marine hospital at 
Evansville. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
been passed. 

Mr. MILLER. Would it be in order for me 
to submit an amendment of the kind I have sug- 
cested at this place? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. MILLER. | ask leave to submit my amend- 
ment at this time. I was informed when the sub- 
ject of marine hospitals was under consideration 


That part of the bill has 


that there was no deficiency in the nas 


for the one at Evansville. Since then | have learned 


otherwise. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the bill has been 
gone through with the Chair will give the genile- 
man the floor to submit his amendment. 


The Clerk then proceeded with the reading of || 


the bill. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
bill the following: 


‘* For paying pensions of invalids who were wounded on 
board of private armed vessels during the last war with 


Great Britain, from the Ist of July, 1851, to the 30th of 


June, 1&4, §8.400 5 

‘And the office for paying privateer pensions in Boston 
is hereby abolished, and the said pensioners shall be paid 
as privateer pensions are paid at other places. ’’ 

n the regular b ie Committee of ays anc 

In th lar bill, the ¢ 1itteeof Ways and 
Means agreed toa provision of this sort; but it 
was stricken out in the Senate, and when returned 


to this House that amendment of the Senate was | 
1 therefore move the amendment | 


concurred in. 
I have, in accordance tu what seems to be the 
sense, not only of the Senate, but also the House. 

I ask for the reading of the letter from the Pen- 


sion Office, which fully explains the entire subject. | 
The Senate struck outa similar provision from the | 


regular bill, on the ground that the privateer fund 
wus exhausted, and has been exhausted, for sev- 
eral years. ‘There has been no appropriation un- 
der that head since 1850. This provision, which 1 
propose to strike from the bill underconsideration, 


provides for the pension from that time until now. }| 


As the Senate struck out the former provision, and 
that action was concurred in by this House, I 


take it for granted that this ought to be stricken || 


out. 

The Clerk then read a part of the following 
communication, but was interrupted by the fall- 
img of the hammer, under the five-minutes rule: 

PeNsIOon Orrice, December 16, 1853. 

Srr: In pursuance of your request, I have the honor to 


make the following statement on the subject of privateer 
pensions: 


By the acts of June 18, 1812, 17th section, (Statutes at 


Large, vol. 2, p. 759,) and February 13, 1813, section 1, (vol. | 


2, p. 799,) two per centum of the prize money accruing 


from vessels and cargoes captured, and of the salvage of 


vessels and cargoes recaptured by private armed vessels, 


was constituted * a fund for the support and maintenance | 
| of the widows and orphans of such persons as may be slain, | 
and of such persons as may be wounded and disabled on } 
board of the private armed vessels of the United States, in | 


any engagement with the enemy.”’ 
Section 2, 


; 


and no other.’ 


Act of March 4, 1814, section 1, (vol. 3, p. 103,) grants to | 


the widows and orphans of officers, seamen, and marines, 


serving on board of private armed vessels, who have died, || 
or shall die, by reason of a wound received in the line of | 


duty, pensions for five years, rated at half the monthly pen- 
sion to which the deceased would have been entitled for 
highest disability. 


Act of April 16, 1818, section 1, (vol. 3, p. 427,) renews | 


the pensions granted under act of 4th March, 1814, for the 
further term of five years. 
Section 2 of the act extends the benefits of the priva- 


teer pensions to the widows and orphans of those whe have | 
died in consequence of accident or casualty, occurring in | 


the line of duty. 


Act of April 9, 1824, (vol. 4. p. 18,) continues to all per- | 
sons now in receipt thereof, the pensions granted to widows | 


and orphans, by the acts of March 4, 1514, and April 16, 


1818; provided that such “ pensions shall alone be paid || 
from the proceeds of the privateer pension fund, so called, | 


and without recourse to the United States for any deti- 
ciency.”’ 


Act of May 26, 1824, (vol. 4, p. 71,) extends the same to |) 
those whose pensions had expired before the 9th April, | 


1824, the date of the last recited act. 


Act of May 23, 1828, section 2, (vol. 4, p. 288,) renews, | 


for five years, to all ‘* widows who now are, or who, atany 
time within one year, have been in receipt thereof, the pen- 
sions granted by acts of March 4, 1814, and April 16, 1818 ; 
the same to be paid out of the privateer pension fund, with- 
out recourse,”’? &e. 

Act of June 19, 1834, (vol. 4, p. 679,) renews, for a further 
term of five years, the * pensions of all widows who now 
are, or have heen heretofore in the receipt thereof, under 
the acts of March 4, 1814, and April 16, 1818; provided that 
said pensions shall be paid from the proceeds of the priva- 
teer pension fund, and without recourse to the United States 
for any deficiency which may hereafter arise thereon.” 


I move to strike from the 


of the latter act, prescribes under what regu- | 
lations, and at what rates, the invalids shall be placed onthe | 
| pension list, to be “ paid out of the fund above provided, 


Feb. 7, 


Act June 15, 1844, (vol. 5, p. 667,) appropriates 218,909 
for the payment of invalid pensioners, heretofore paid tron, 
the privateer pension fund, their pensions to commence from 
the time they were stopped in consequence of the exhaus- 
tion of said fund. 

By reference to the account of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the United States for the fiscal year ending 30th June 
1844, page 253, it will be seen that the privateer pension 
fund was then reduced to a balanee of $7407. This date 
therefore, may be assumed as that of the exhaustion of the 
fund. 

The appropriations for invalid privateer pensions were 
continued until August 17, 1850, by the act of which date 
#3,000 were granted for their payment to the 30th June 
J851, inclusive. No provision has been made for the 
widows subsequent to that given by the act of 1834. 

The dates of the commencement of privateer pensions 
whether of invalids or widows, were not defined, but regu, 
lated as in the case of navy pensions, according to the eom- 
pletion of proof, the decease of the husbands, and upon 
renewal by the termination of former pensions, 

It cannot, therefore, except in general terms, be stated 
when the widows’ pensions eeased; that as the act of Jone 
19, 1834, renewed them for five years, they may beassumed 
to have ceased at the end of the fiscal year, 30th June, 1839, 

The estimates for the current fiscal year have been made 
solely with reference to the privateer invalid pensions, 
Should it be the pleasure of Congress to make further pro 
vision for the widows, the amount required would depend 
upon the dates prescribed for the commencement of their 
pensions. 

As from inquiries made, there is reason to believe that 
claims may be advanced by parties not hitherto on the pen. 
sion list, itis proper for ine to add, that such claims could 
not be adjudicated by this office, without further legislation, 
The privateer pension laws provided pensions, payable ont 
of a specific fund ; that fund being exhausted, the laws have 
no longer foree. The annual appropriations heretofore 
made, and now asked for, refer only to those pensions 
already upon the list. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, L. P. WALDO, Commissioner. 
Hon. Georce 8S Hoeston, 

Chairman Com. of Ways and Means, House of Reps. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. I do not know 
that | am very well posted up upon this matter, but 
I have received a jetter from one of my constitu- 
ents, inquiring for information, and he proposed 
to send me some papers—which | have not yet 
received—touching this matter of privateer pen- 
sions. When the subject was up yesterday, | in- 
tended to make a motion, by way of amendment; 
| but I was not in possession of all the facts, and I 

let the opportunity pass, that the bill might be 
amended in the Senate. 

But looking at this matter as it is, it seems to me 
that you will do great injustice to those persons 
who have received pensions up to this time by 
cutting them off. Most of them are poor and old, 
and have done great service to the country. The 

| probability is, if you take this course in regard to 
these pensions, you will have them here in another 
shape, and have the whole thing to do over again, 

I hope the clause will not be stricken out of the 
bill, but that it will be retained for the benefit of 
those persons. I think they are just as much 
catia to a pension as the thousand and one who 
are receiving them. They have all rendered ser- 
vices to the country, and at a time whep a great 
deal of service was done by private armed vessels. 
Though the fund is exhausted, it seems to me, 
that with ample means in the Treasury at this 
time, we should not cut off these pensions because 
there are a few thousand dollars, more or less, of 
the fund raised for paying these privateer pen- 
sions. 

I trust that the House will think these general 
| reasons are sufficient why we should not shut 
| out this meritorious class of men. It will be re- 

membered that at that time we had but few vessels, 
and they were but small. The power and strength 
of America were then as well tested in these small 
| vessels as in large ones; and those men were Im- 
bued with just as much patriotism as if they 
had sailed ia larger vessels. Privateers were then 
looked upon with more toleration than they would 
| be in our enlightened days, when commerce has 
become so vast and extensive, and when anything 
like privateering would be at once discoureged. 
| At that time our citizens looked upon it as a just, 
right, and fair enterprise; and I think, in view of 
that fact, that those who engaged in such enter- 
prise should be put in the same position with 
other pensioners. I regret that I cannot enlighten 
the committee more fully upon this subject, as I 
was desirous of hearing further from those who 
| have written to me upon the subject. If I had 
| not already received some letters in reference to 
this matter I should not have made these desultory 
remarks. ; 
| Mr. VANSANT. In the hope that the chair- 
|| man of the Committee of Ways and Means would 
‘| have given some other reason than the indispos! 
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tion of the Senate to grant the appropriation as set 
forth in the bill of the House of Representatives, 
No. 4I-— | 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair would remind 
the gentleman that it would not be in order for him 
to make any remarks, unless he moved an amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. VANSANT. I move that the word “‘four,”’ 
as it last appears, be stricken out. 

| should extremely regret if, at this day, such 
aid should be withheld from this very meritorious 
class of citizens. The act of 1812 gave to the 


citizens of the United States, on private armed || 


vessels, lettersof marque and reprisals, and shortly 
afterwards, within a period of three or four months, 
an act was passed setting apart two percent. of the 
net proceeds of the prizes for constituting a pen- 
sion fund for the disabled men engaged in such 
This action of the Government shows 
an earnest on their part to render aid to men who 
might be thus merttoriously engaged. Notwith- 
standing that fund has become exhausted from 
mismanagement, or some other cause, Congress, 
{ think, has, upon more than one Oceasion, made 
appropriations to be drawn from the Treasury to 
fill the vacuum thus created. If these men ever 
had aclaim upon the Government they certainly 
have itnow. Crippled as they are by old age, 
they are certainly not capable of performing any 
physical service; and it will be perceived, by 
referring to the bill, that the amount asked for to 
relieve them is very small—the whole of it, I be- 
lieve, not exceeding $9,060. 

Sir, in a very short period the whole of these 
poor old men will be stricken from the roll of time, 
and it strikes me that it is very small economy 
upon the part of this House to begin with those 
who are dependent on it for their very subsistence. 
They are, in the main, men who were engaged in 
the industrial pursuits of life; men who had before 
been engaged in sea service, and who had smarted 
under the wrongs inflicted by Great Britain. | 
allude to the impressment of American seamen. 
I trust that this part of the bill will not be stricken 
out. 

Mr. APPLETON. IL ask that the concluding 
portion of the letter of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions may be read. A portion of it merely was 
read a few minutes since. 

It was read by the Clerk, as inserted above. 

Mr. APPLETON. 1 would by no means say 
that the Government is bound to pay these pen- 
sions, by any act other than that since the pension 
fund has been exhausted you have from time to 


time made appropriations for the payment of these 
ensions,. 


service. 


The number of these pensioners now on the 
list is less than thirty—I think twenty-three— 
and, of course, they are all very much advanced 
in life, and cannot survive much longer; and, 
of course, other applicants cannot be put upon 
the list without further action on the part of Con- 
gress. I hope, therefore, that this clause of the 
bill will not be stricken out, but that the sum re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
will be allowed to stand. 


Mr. VANSANT. I will withdraw my amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection to 
the withdrawal of the amendment? , 

No objection having been made, the amend- 
ment to the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. UPHAM. Will it be in order at this time 
to address some remarks to the committee, with- 
out making a motion to base them on? 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be necessary for 
the gentleman to submit an amendment. 

Mr. UPHAM. I propose, then, to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, by 
inserting * five’? in the place of * four.” 


Island (Mr. Davis] regretted that he was not 
perfectly booked up on this subject. I am sorry 
to have to express the same regret; butit is not a 
new subject tome. Ihave endeavored to make 
myself acquainted with it. 

It seems, sir, that two per cent. was deducted 
from the cross receipts from the sales of all prizes 
taken by privateers in the war of 1812, and that 
that amount was solemnly pledged to invalid pri- 
Vateer pensioners. ‘The sum thus raised, which I 
believe was more than $200,000, was exhausted 
in 1844. Tam under an impression—and on that 
pot I shall be glad to be corrected by the chair- 


; man of the Committee of Ways and Means, if | 


am wrong—l am undeg an impression that*in 
Keeping the account with these invalid pensioners 
interest was not allowed, and was not taken into 
the account. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam not able to state any- 
thing in addition to what is contained in the letter 


| which has been read. 


Mr. UPHAM. 


| think that the Government 


| of the country has been in the enjoyment of the 


interest on this fund, and that it has not been taken 


| into the account. 


It is true that but a very small number of these 


| venerable and gallant men remain—less than thirty 


—and | ask this committee whether, at this mo- 
ment, in the hour of the country’s greatness, and 


, with an overflowing Treasury, you are prepared to 


inflict the stigma upon the honor of this nation 


| which you will do if you withhold this pittance 


| which I reside. 


from these heroic, and now aged, men? 

Sir, | had the honor to present to this House a 
petition from those of them still surviving in my 
own immediate neighborhood. Some four or five 
of the whole number are citizens of the place in 
The first name signed upon that 


| paper is the name of a man who, in command of 


a privateer in the war of 1812, fought one of the 


| most desperate—perhaps, | might say, the most 


jamin Upton. 


gallant battles of the war. Lallude to Captain Ben- 
He bore in his aged countenance 
the scar of the wound that he received on that oc- 
casion. ‘That patriot has gone to his grave since 
his name was attached to the petition which I 
brought here with me. 

Sir, the details of this subject are such that | 
am sure, if the committee could have them brought 
to their minds and hearts, the patriotism and grat- 
itude which glow in their breasts would compel 
them to override all other considerations, and to 
say that the country will be true until the last of 
these gallant men has sunk into his grave—true to 


| the pledge which it so publicly and solemnly gave 


in the hour of its danger and its need. 

Mr. MILLSON. Yesterday the House agreed, 
almost withouta question, to the amendment made 
by the Senate striking out the appropriation for the 
payment of privateer pensions. Now, the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
order to conform to what seemed to be the judg- 
ment of the Senate—what certainly was the senti- 
ment of this House—proposes to strike from the 


deficiency bill a similar appropriation. I confess 


| that | am in favor of the motion made by the 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, | 


and opposed to the amendment just now offered 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Ur- 
HAM. | 

I think that this payment of privateer pensions 
is a matter of questionable propriety, under the 
most favorable cireumstances. How did the coun- 


_ try originally become bound fir the payment of 
| these pensions at all? Why, sir, when these men, 


who undertook to equip vessels at their own costs, 
obtained permission from the Government of the 


United States to appropriate to their own use all 


prizes they might capture from the enemy, there 
was a fund reserved—a very small fund, of two 


| percent., forthe purpose of constituting a pen- 


| that fund. 


sion fund for the payment of invalids. That fund 
has now been exhausted. The Government never 
agreed to pay more than what might remain of 
, For several years past nothing has 


| been paid; and now the proposition is made to 


pay these invalid privateersmen from the public 
Treasury. What claim have they upon the Treas- 


‘ury of the United States? These vessels were 


equipped at their own cost; they were engaged 


| in their own private service, and notin the service 
'of the country. They engaged in privateering as 


| propriate it to his own use. 


' Supreme Court of the United States. 


a matter of emolument; Ido not say asa mere 
Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Rhode || 


matter of emolument, for I do not deny that sen- 
timents of patriotism may have had something to 
do with the determination of some of them. 

I do mean to say, however, that they obtained 
from the Government of the United States the 
privilege of making captures from the enemy 
for their own personal profit. No private citizen 
has aright to take an enemy’s property and ap- 
This principle has 


| been frequently the subject of adjudication by the 


All writers 
on international law lay down the same doctrine. 
Vattel and other publicists all agree that a man 


cannot acquire a title to such property unless he 
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acts by the authority of his sovereign; and in the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in the case of 
Brown vs. the United States, and in the case of the 
Dos Hermanos, Judge Marshall, giving the opinion 
of the court, expressly decided that no private 
citizen can acquire a title to property captured 
by him from the enemy, except by the grant of 
his country. It is for that reason that privateers 
apply to the Government of the United States for 
authority to make these captures. When they 
obtain such authority, they make them for their 
own emolument, and the proceeds go to their own 
use, 

But it must be recollected that very many dis- 
tinguished public men have for a long time doubted 
the propriety of issuing commissions to these pri- 
vate armed vessels at all. 


Dr. Franklin was opposed to the whole system, 
and succeeded in negotiating treaties with some of 
the European powers, by which it was stipulated 
that no privateers should be authorized by either 
nation, in case of the breaking out of war? It seems 
somewhat inconsistent, that while you will not 


| permit soldiers in war upon land to appropriate to 


themselves the personal property belonging to an 
enemy, you will commission private armed ves- 
sels for the purpose of depredating upon private 
property found at sea. 

But apart from the question as to the abstract 
propriety of the system of privateering, what ob- 
ligation can there be resting upon the. Govern- 
ment of the United States to pay pensions to tn- 
valid privateersmen, who are not directly em- 
ployed in the public service of the United States, 
who engage in these pursuits for their own emol- 
ument, and who are allowed by your laws to 
apply to their own use the ec iplures made from 
the enemy. It seems to me that the Senate was 
right, and that the House was right yesterday, in 
agreeing so promptly to the amendment of the 
Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr. UPHAM. If there is no objection, I 
withdraw the amendment. 

No objection being made, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.SKELTON. I propose to amend theamend- 
ment by adding $100 to the amount, 

[ entertain the opinion, Mr. Chairman, that if 
there is any class of soldiers who have served the 
United States deserving pensions, it is the clas# of 
privateers who volunteer their services from the 
ranks of private life. What proposition have we 
here to-day? We find that in the past we have 
educated men as regular officers in the Navy and 
Army of the United States. We take them in 
their poverty and their boyhood and maintain and 
wake soldiers of them. We pay them in times of 
peace for holding themselves in readiness—ancl 

pay them large salaries,too. Wepay them during 
their life time, and in the course of time pension 
their widows. 

Now, sir, I ask this committee if the men who 
pursue their daily avocations tn life, maintaining 
themselves with industry and integrity in time of 
peace, and who, in time of war, enter into the 
contest in defense of their country, with little pros- 
pect of gain, and in a cause where they endanger 
their lives, are they less meritorious than the men 
we educate and pay in time of peace for fighting 
our battles? Why, sir, what is the history of the 
last war, and what is the history of the bravery 
and patriotism of those privateers? Why, the 
privateer service of the United States in the war 
of 1812 accomplished more, and inflicted more 
injury upon the enemy than the whole American 
navy. And allow me to say, that in future wars, 
when we want a naval defense for our country, 
we shall have to depend mainly upon those coin- 

osing our merchant marine. 

That is the arm of American defense that we 
have to depend upon. Never will the American 
nation consent to maintain such a Navy as Eng- 
land, France, and other Powers maintain. We 
must depend in time of war upon the mercantile 
marine. Shall we say here to-day that we consider 
the men who go forth in the hour of battle for the 
defense of the stars and stripes, from their daily 
avocations as merchantmen, and who, in time of 
peace, carry our commodities into every ocean— 
that they are pirates pursuing a voration which ts 

| go reprehensible? Why,sir, the Government au- 
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thorized their employment, accepted their services, 
and received the benefit accruing therefrom. The 
American flag was maintained with greater valor 
and with more efficiency by the privateer service 
than by the whole naval service of the United 
States. While we areintime of peace sustaining 
a Navy—and our old worn-out officers, some of 
them di: qualified from performing their duties— 
{ of nearly $10,000,000 a year, we 
very efficient maritime force not only 
itself, and adding to the wealth and 

the country, but ready in time of 
war to enter into combat with the proudest nation 
upon the face of the globe. 


at an expense 
have a 
maintatning 

¢ 


pro perity ot 


humar ity that the section now under consideration 
will not be stricken out. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment, and I desire to give a vote upon the original 
proposition. 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 wish to make but a very few 

remarks in reference to this The Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means were rather balanced in 
their opinion upon this subject, but upon the whole 
were inclined to make this appropriation. They 
recommended placing this appropriation in the de- 
ficienc y bill; and for the purpose of keeping them- 
selves consistent, they also placed an appropri- 
ation for the coming fiscal year in the general 
per sion appropriation bill. ‘That bill was passed 
1y the House, went to the Senate, but that body, 
in a spirit of economy which seems suddenly to 
have come over them, struck the appropriation in 
question out of the bill. It came back here, and 
this Flouse unanimously concurred with the action 
of the Senate in that particular. Where do we 
stand now? We stand directly here: Within the 
last five years we have enacted by law a provision 
wluch declares in effect that we are opposed to 
thisappropriation. The question comes back, shall 
we give it in this deficiency bill for all the time 
until the Ist of July next? To be consistent, we 
should refuse it here. J would rather, and the 
Committee of Ways and Means would rather 
have given it; but the Tlouse has acted upon the 
subject, and refused to make this appropriation, 
commencing with the Ist of July next. 


matter. 


I have made this explanation, so that we may 


understand precisely where we are. The bill 
proposes what may be thought to be asking too 
much; and to remain consistent, we should strike 
this appropriation out, and make our legislation 
correspond with that of yesterday. But it isa mat- 
ter of indifference to me whether it is retained or 
stricken out. 

Mr. VANSANT. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man whether, if this provision of the bill be re- 
tained, it is not competent under the rules of the 
House to reconsider the provision stricken out by 
the House, and so make our action consistent ?* 

The CHAIRMAN. 
in order. 

Mr. SKELTON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. Is it in order 
to speak upon the amendment now pending ? 
The CHAIRMAN. No further debate 

order, 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to ask another question. 
Is it in order to move to insert here the provision 
heretofore stricken out by the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman can move 
to- increase the appropriation by any sum he 
eases, 

Mr. DAVIS. What I wanted to know was 

whether, in order to make the action of the House 
consistent, it would be in order to move to insert 
in this bill the provision which was stricken out 
of another bill by the House yesterday ? 
The CHAIRMAN. It will bein order for the 
gentieman to move to amend by increasing 
diminishing the appropriation to any amount 
may propose, 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, for the purpose of 
making a single remark upon the subject, [ move 
to increase the appropriation one dollar. 

I will only say that when these pensions have 
been paid to these people, but a smal! amount of 
funds will have been taken out of the National 
Treasury; and it seems to me that it would be 
extremely hard to cut them off at this time—much 
harder than if they had never been paid them at 
all. When this Government has once adopted a 
practice, and continued it for a series years, they 
should not depart from it without very good 


No further discussion is 


is in 


or 
he 


] hope for the sake of 


b 
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reasons. Now, these are men, most of them, 
whose very life depends upon receiving this pen- 
sion, and, in this point of view, | think itis of great 
importance that this appropriation should be made. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mituson] 
has alluded to the morality of the matter. Well, 
sir, weare not here to decide that question. The 
courts have settled that. I know that the courts 
have decided that privateering is not a lawful mode 
of warfare, and that a law has been passed to that 
effect; but privateering did exist for a long series 
of years, and was not objected to by the Govern- 
ment when these persons were engaged In it; and 
it seems to me that the humanity of the House, 


| that a sense of justice, will impel them to grant 


jt will be much harder for these 
men, if you deprive them of this means of subsist- 
ence now, than if you had never given it to them 
atall. Itis nota ques tion of granting it originally 
—we have passed that point—but it js whether 
you will discontinue a practice which has been 
continued for a long series of years. 

Mr. HOUSTON. An argument was made by 
one gentleman, awhile ago, to the effect that it was 
intended to base this claim upon the ground that 
a fund still remained, out of which the payment 
could be made. But it turned out, upon reading 
the remainder of the letter, that the appropriation 
was made in the same manner in which it is now 
proposed to make it for six or seven years after 
the fund was exhausted. Another gentleman 
urges the claim upon precisely the opposite 
vrounds, that, inasmuch as the appropriation has 
been continued for several years beyond the time 
when the fund was exhausted, it ought, therefore, 
still to be continued. Now these two arguments 
will not stand together. It is true the fund was 
exhausted in 1844, but that the appropriation con- 
tinued to be made until 1850. 

But since that time there have been no appropria- 
tions made. On one or two occasions the House 
passed an appropriation for this purpose, but the 
Senate rejected it, and the House concurred in the 
action of the Senate. 

I have made this motion upon my own indi- 
vidual responsibility, without consulting the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; and as the facts of 
the case have been very correctly stated by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Haven,] in the 
few remarks which he has submitted to the com- 
mittee, | do not wish to consume further time. 
lam anxious to get along with the bill, and | 
therefore ask for a vote upon the proposition. 

The question was then put on Mr. Davis’s 
amendment to the amendment; and it was rejected. 

The question recurred Mr. Hovston’s 
amendment, and being put, it was decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ORR. Iam instructed by the Committee 
on Indian Affairs to offer the following amend- 
ment: 


these pensions. 


on 


For general incidental expenses in the Indian service in 


New Mexico, for the preseut fiscal year, $15,000, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, 


| this appropriation may be made. 


| necessary for that purpose. 


The Commissioner of Indian Affairs asks that 
The necessity 
for it 1s created by the fact that at the last session 
of Congress the estimates, which were for 


| $20,000, were cut down to $10,000, and this sum 
| Is required to be expended between now and the 


30th of June. 
The Indians in New Mexico are in a very des- 
titute condition—almost starving—and the agents 


| are compelled literally to purchase their peace with 
| the Indians by furnishing them with food, presents, 


and things of that sort. This appropriation is 
Of course, if a less 
sum than $15,000 is required, the whole of this 


appropriation will not be expended. I hope there 


will be no objection to the amendment. 
| The question was taken on the amendment, and 
| it was agreed to, 


Mr. CRAIGE. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds to offer 


| the following amendment: 


For President’s house and grounds, for fuel for President’s 
house, and for iron fences, $3,800. 

For repairs of the Capitel, and improving the grounds 
around it, 86,500. 

For repairs of water-pipes. $200. 

To pay two draw-keepers on the Long Bridge up to July 
1, 1854, &400. 

Por trees, tree- boxes, and repairs of pavement, $500. 

for lamps and lamp posts on Pennsylvania avenue be- 


| the appeal is not debatable. Stating 


Feb. 7, 


tween 17th street and Georgetown, and between the Capitol 
and the navy-yard, $1,200. 

For completing the pedestal and inclosure of the eques- 
trian statue of Andrew Jackson, $500. q 

That amendment has been prepared according 
to the estimates furnished by the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings and Grounds. The committee 
have given it a careful examination, and believe jt 
to be correct. 

The question was taken upon the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 


Mr. MORGAN proposed the following amend- 
ment: 

For paying William Irvin $625, for service as acting Sy 
perintendent of the Seventh Census, for five months frow 
the 30th of May, 1851. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the Chairman 
whether that is not a private claim, and out of 
order in this bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairis of the opin- 
ion that it is a private claim, and therefore not in 
order in a general appropriation bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. 1 was informed by some of 
the members of the committee that this was the 
proper place to submit the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that it isa private claim. If the gentleman 
withdraws it, the Chair will give it further consid- 
eration. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. 
following amendment: 


‘To complete the construction of the marine hospital at 
Vicksburg, $50,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment has been 
decided to be out of order. I again make the 
point of order on it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decided the 
amendment to be in order, but the committee 
overruled that decision. The Chair now decides, 
in conformity with the vote of the committee, 
that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. PERKINS. Iunderstood that the com- 
mittee decided that an amendment somewhat simi- 
lar to this, appropriating $55,000, was not in order. 
This amendment is differentiy worded, and fora 
different amount, although it may be for somewhat 
the same purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair presumes that 
the committee did not act as it did on account of 
the amount, but on some principle connected wit! 
the subject. The amendment was decided to be 
out of order as not being for a deficiency, but be- 
longing properly to the general appropriation bill, 
for which the estimate was made, and which isto 
come up shortly. The Chair is compelled, under 
the former decision of the committee, to decidé 
the amendment out of order. ‘ 

Mr. PERKINS. Would it be in order for me, 
Mr. Chairman, to state the reasons why this is a 
different proposition from the previous one? 

The CHAIRMAN. It would not be in order; 
but the Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I insist on the 
Chair’s proceeding in order. 

Mr. PERKINS. It is from a sense of duty 
that I introduce this amendment; and, as was the 
case with the Delegate from Oregon, |Mr. Lane, | 
lam satisfied that the committee do not understand 
the proposition upon which they are to act. [ 
should like, in a few words, to place the questio! 
in the light in which I think it will be regarded by 
the committee when they come to understand it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must remind 
the gentleman that debate is not in order. The 
gentleman is at liberty to state any facts. 

Mr. PERKINS. The fact I wish to state 1s 
this 

Mr. JONES. 


I move the 


I submit that debate is not in 


| order. 


The CHAIRMAN. So the Chair has decided. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I take an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair; and I desire, 
as I have the right, to state the ground of that ap- 
peal. 

Mr. JONES. I raise the question of order, that 
facts is de- 
bate; and now all debate is terminated, excep! 
on amendments. 

Mr. STANTON. 


osition. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has the 


I have a right to state my 
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richt to state the ground of his appeal, but not to 
om into an argument. 
Mr. STANTON. I did not intend to go into 
argument. The ground upon which this de- 
sion is made is this: that the appropriation asked 
for by the gentleman’s amendment is not for a de- 
ssieney. iL maintain that it is fora deficiency; 
i itis so for this reason: Congress has ordered 
rine hospital to be built at Vicksbure. They 
have already appropriated $10,000 for that pur- 
nose. and with that amount the work has been 
Now, the purpose of this amend- 
ment, if | understand it aright, is to enable the 
: roper authorities to continue the progress of the 
execution of that order. The beginning of the 
year is the time when preparations are necessarily 


g ( mmenced. 


made. 

“Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. With the gen- 
tleman’s permission I will state in this connection, 
—and itisa fact which I wish to impress upon 
the House—that $4,000 was appropriated in the 
midst of the epidemic, when all business was sus- 
pended; and if the appropriation is made at any 
other time than this, it will come in the sickly 
season, and will be entirely useless. If made now 
it will come in advance of the sickly season. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Who knows best 
whether it is a deficiency, the Secretary, or gen- 
tlemen upon this floor? 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 





gentleman from Louisiana proposes to appro- 
priate some $00,000 for the completion of the 
the marine hospital at Vicksburg. The Chair, 


in conformity to the decision of the commit- 
tee, made a few minutes since, decides that the 

endment is not in order. The Chair supposes 
that the eround upon which the committee pro- 
ceeded in their decision was that the appropriation 
was not fora deficiency needed during the current 
year, but was,in fact, regularly estimated for in 
the usual appropriation bill for the next year. 
The Chair conforms to the decision of the com- 
mittee. From that decision of the Chair an ap- 
peal is taken, and the question is, ‘‘ Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee ?”’ 

The question was put, and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 

Mr. MURRAY, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, offered the following amendment; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

For the payment of the printing of the returns of the 
Seventh Census, and paper purchased for said printing, 
under the provisions of the joint resolution providing for 
printing and binding of the returns of the Seveath Census, 
approved Mareh 3, 1853, that is to say— 

For the printing of the returns before mentioned, the 
sum of S15,909 93. 

For the paper purchased for said printing, the sum of 
$27,106 64: Provided, That the sums herein mentioned 
be paid to the printer who executed the printing, and to the 
contractor who furnished the paper, respectively, at the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
rise. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish the gentleman would 
withdraw his motion for a few moments. There 
are some amendments to be reported from the 
committees, which can be disposed of ia ten min- 
utes, and then we shall stand a chance of getting 
through the bill to-morrow. * 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman with- 
draw his motion? 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 do not. 

. the question was put; and there, were upon a 
aivision—ayes 70, noes 40. 

So the committee agreed to rise. 

‘The committeeaccordingly rose,and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
to order, had the state of the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 49, being a bill to supply deficiences in ap- 
propriations for the service of the fiscal year end- 
ing 30th June 1854, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 


tion. 


] move that the committee now 


I rise to a privileged ques- 
4 I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
fo ‘owing clause was stricken out of House bill 
No. 90, making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions. 

“ For pensions of invalids who were wounded on board 
of private armed vessels during the last war with Great 
Britain, $2,200. Privateer pensions in Boston are hereby 


abolished, and the said pensioners shal] be paid as privateer 
pensioners are paid at other places.”’ 
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I make this motion in order to make our action 
consistent with the vote in the Committee of the 
Whole to-day, by which an appropriation was 
made for this purpose. 

Mr. ORR. Has not the invalid pension bill 
already gone from the House? 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, 
temporarily occupying the chair.) This bill was 
passed by the House, sent to the Senate, and they 
returned it to the House with an amendment 
striking out the words indicated by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Frorence.} The House 
yesterday concurred with the Senate in making 
that amendment. The bill is now in the posses- 
sion of the House, yet to be enrolled, it having 
originated here, and the Senate have been noti- 
fied of the concurrence of the House in that 
amendment. 

Mr. ORR. 
consider. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The rules pre- 
scribe that a motion to reconsider should be made 
upon the day upon which the vote is taken, 
or upon the succeeding day. What the effect of 
the action of the House and the notification of the 
Senate may have upon it is for the House ard 
not for the Chair to determine. The Chair is of 
the opinion that a motion to reconsider is not too 
late. The gentleman from Pennsylvania moves 
to reconsider the vote by which the House on 
yesterday concurred with the Senate in makin 
certain amendment to the invalid pension bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. WALSH. I rise to a question of order. 
I understand, by the decision of the Chair, upon 
repeated occasions here, that no gentleman was 
entitled to the floor while another was occupying it, 
unless with hisconsent. I noticed gentlemen from 
all parts of the House addressing the Chair-— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. FLorence} was recognized by the 
Chair. 

Mr. ORR. I raise the question of order, that 
the motion to reconsider could not be entertained, 
inasmuch as the House had put it beyond its 
power to reconsider the matter, having advised 
the Senate of its action on yesterday. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The Chair has 
overruled the point of order made by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, by expressing the 
opinion that it wasin time for thegentleman from 
Pennsylvania to make the motion to reconsider; 
that it was still in order for any gentleman who 
voted in the majority to move to reconsider; and 
that it is for the House, and not for the Chair, to 
determine the question. 

Mr. ORR. I have great respect for the opin- 
ion of the Chair, but I think that his decision is 
wrong in this particular instance, and I therefore 
appeal from it. It is out of the question for the 
House to put itself back in the condition which 
it occupied before the message was sent to the 


Therefore it is not in order to re- 


a 


or 
So 


| Senate. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
state, that if the House entertain the motion to re- 
consider, they can and will notify the Senate that 
that motion is pending here. 

Mr. ORR Well, sir, I do not think that if the 
Journals of tne House were to be searched you 
could find a precedent for the House attempting to 
reconsider a matter which had gone to the other 
end of the Capitol. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill is now 
in possession of the House, having been returned 
from the Senate. The Constitution of the United 
States provides that each House shall make rules 
for its own government. In pursuance of that 
provision, this House, in prescribing the rules for 
its government, has provided that any vote having 
been taken, a member voting with the majority 
may, upon the same or the succeeding day, move 
to reconsider such vote. 

Mr. ORR. Is the appeal from the decision of 
the Chair debatable? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. ORR. Well, sir, if the reasoning of the 
Speaker be correct, what would be the effect of it 
supposing this bill had yesterday been engrossed, 


reported by the Committee on Enrolled Bills, and 
| sent to the President for his signature? 


Mr. EWING. I rise to a question of order. 
What is the question before the House? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is 


| excuse me, but [ cannot yield to him. 
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upon the appeal taken by the gentleman from 
South Carolina from the decision of the Chair: 
and that appeal the Chair thinks is debatable. 

Mr. EWING. 1 was under the impression that 
the appeal was not debatable. 

TheSPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair knows 
of no rule showing why it is not. The gentleman 
from South Carolina will proceed. 

Mr. ORR. I have very little to say in addition. 
Suppose, after the House had concurred in the 
amendment of the Senate yesterday, the bill had 
been enrolled, and the Committee on Enrolled Bills 
had presented it to the President, and it had re- 
ceived his signature, could the House have taken 
action upon it then? | submit that there is no pre- 
cedent atall in the legislative history of this House 
where a motion has been entertained to reconsider 
a proposition which has passed beyond the con- 
trol of the House. ; 

Mr. LETCHER. 
me to interrupt him? 

Mr. ORR. 


Will the gentleman allow 


The gentleman from Virginia w 
I dislike 
to be interrupted. 

Mr. LETCHER. I merely wanted to makea 
privileged motion, ifthe gentleman wouldallow me. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman desires the floor 
to make the privileged motion, which I suppose 
he does, I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. LETCHER. The motion I proposed to 
make was that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. I will yield the floor for that pur- 
08e, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Do I understand that the 
floor can be taken from me (for I still hold it) 
without my consent, for a motion to adjourn? | 
submit a point of order. 

Mr. GREEN. I desire to presenta report from 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Virginia will be pleased to withdraw his mo- 
tion, and allow the report from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills to be made. 

Mr. LETCHER. I think the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills had better make their report to-mor- 
row. {[Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair un- 
derstands it is important that the bills the commit- 
tee desire to present should receive the signature 
of the Speaker to-day. 

The question was put upon the motion to ad- 


journ, and, amid cqnfusion, the Chair decided it 


in the negative. 
Mr. ORR. 
I not? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Green] is upon the floor, for the 
purpose of making a report from the Committee 
on Enrolled Bills, which he has the right to make 
at any time. 

Mr. ORR. 1 will yield the floor to the gentle- 
man from Chio, but I insist that the Chair shall 
divide the House upon the motion to adjourn 
There were loud and repeated calls for a division 
before the result of the vote was announced by 
the Chair. . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is too late now 
to demand a division. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported back, as correctly engrossed, the 
following joint resolution and bill; which there- 
upon severally received the signature of the 
Speaker: 

‘¢ A resolution authorizing an increase of the 
force in the office of the Superintendent of Publi 
Printing; and 

‘*An act to regulate the disbursement of the 
contingent fund of the Senate, and for other pur 

»0ses.’” 

Mr. ORR. With a view of looking into pre- 
cedents, and giving my friend from Pennsylvania 
Mr. Frorence] an opportunity of having hi 
motion considered, I move that the House do now 

adjourn. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 
House adjourned until to-morrow. 


I am now entitled to the floor, am 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, February 8, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Miresvren. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 





Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting statements of the contingent 
expenses of the offices and bureaus of his Depart- 
ment for the year ending 30th June, 1853; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War transmitting abstracts of the returns of the 
militia of the several States; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have received, and de- 
sire to present tothe Senate,a memorial of the rep- 
resentatives of the religious society of the Friends 
in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and ad- 
jacentthereto. They express themselves in strong 
terms against the institution of domestic slavery, 
and especially against what they call a proposed 
repeal of the Missouri compromise line. 

This memorial has been brought to-me by a 
committee of four gentlemen, who represent the 
society named. ‘They are not political Abolition- 
ists, but they express sentiments which have been 
long entertained by the society to which they be- 
long. Although I may differ from them in regard 
to the constitutional power of Congress upon the 
subject, | nevertheless respect their motives. I 
will not ask for the reading of the memorial; but 
as the Nebraska bill is now under consideration, 
1 will move that it lie upon the table. I will not 
ask it for another reason. One of the committee 
has informed me that they intend to present a copy 
to each member of the Senate. 

‘The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD also presented five petitions 
of citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I rise this 
morning for the purpose of moving that ladies be 
admitted to occupy the seats immediately in the 
rear of the bar of the Senate. | makethis motion 
on account of the inclemency of the day, the full- 
ness of the galaries, and the number of ladies in 
attendance who have not been admitted. ‘This is 
the first time that I have ever made such a motion 
in the Senate, I have generally opposed it; but 
the peculiar circumstances of this occasion seem 
to appeal to the members of the Senate to allow 
the admission of ladies who have not been ad- 
mitted, ‘There are several hundred of them at the 
door, [Laughter.] 

Several Senators. Oh, no! 

Mr. HOUSTON. At any rate there is a con- 
siderable number of them. Suppose there are only 
a hundred, or even fifty here, it would be exceed- 
ingly gratifying to those fifty to admit them. I 
do trust that, on this occasion, the Senators will 
extend that liberality, that courtesy—to say noth- 
ing of gallantry—which I suggest. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. I second the mo- 
tion of my friend from Texas with great pleasure. 
On this occasion, for the reasons which he has 
suggested, I qhink the ladies should be permitted 
to enter the Senate Chamber, and take the seats 
in the rear of us. We are to hear a gentleman to- 
day who is renowned for great eloquence, and | 
desire very much on this occasion to see the ladies 
ere by giving them an opportunity of hearing 

im. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, if it were not 
exceedingly ungracious and ungaliant, I should 
be compelled to object to the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Texas. 1 
frontier, [the honorable gentleman’s seat is on the 
outer row,] and I am sorry to say that the admis- 
sion of ladies disturbs the quiet of our location here 
very much, oftentimes rendering it impossible to 


hear what is said on the other side of the Cham- , 


ber; and lam very much more disposed to turn my 
ear to what is going on behind methan to listen 
to what is said on the other side of the Chamber. 


But as this motion has been made by my very | 


gallant friend from Texas, I do not wish to be put 


in the position of opposing it; but I hope the || ; 
j '| ford railroad. 


ladies will understand that i they shall come in, 
I hope they will be as quiet as possible. [Laugh- 
J 
Mr. PETTIT. I enter an objection in the most 
solemn form against this proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) As the Chair understands the rules of 


this motion. 


unfortunately sit here on the || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


It is equivalent to a motion to sus- 
pend the rules, and that requires one day’s notice, 
unless by unanimous consent, 

Mr. PETTIT. I saw the other day a judge of 
the Supreme Court, seventy years of age, stand- 
ing here unable to get a seat. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Objection being 
made, the motion cannot be entertained. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented twelve memorials 
signed by citizens of the city and county of Phil- 
adebphia, asking Congress to provide suitable ac- 
commodations for a post office, and for the use of 
the United States courts of the eastern district of 
Pennsylvania; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. : 

Mr. PRATT presented a petition numerously 
signed by the citizens and property-holders of the 
District of Columbia, against the construction of 
a railroad along Pennsylvania avenue, in Wash- 
ington city; which was referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have received a memorial 
signed by citizens of Maine, who ask that the ex- 
isting Jaws may be so modified that a maximum 
of $15 per ton duty only shall be chargeable upon 
the iron imported into this country in any shape, 
which I ask may be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

I present also, another petition, and signed, | 
believe, by the same persons, who ask that the 
duty on charcoal iron may be reduced to $10 a 
ton. | ask that this petition also may be referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The memorials were so referred. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of the Mis- 


sissippi and Wabash Railroad Company, praying | 


a grant of land to aid in the construction of their 
railroad; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam A. Duer, administrator of William Duer, 
deceased, praying compensation for supplies fur- 
nished to the Government of the United States, 
under contract with the Treasury and War De- 
partments; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of G. J. 
Pendergrast, Commander United States Navy, 
praying reimbursement of his expenditures for 
medical services in consequence of the failure of 
the Government to provide a naval surgeon; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred a peti- 
tion of citizens of Washington and Georgetown, 
praying an appropriauion for the purchase of a 


| site and the erection of a custom-house for the 


District of Columbia, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to. 
Mr. PRATT, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 
to incorporate the National Hotel Company of 
Washington City, reported it back without amend- 


ment, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. CLAY gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a biil granting to the State of 
Alabama alternate sections of land in aid of the 
construction of certain railroads in that State. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHIELDS asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce the fol- 


| lowing bills; which were read twice by their titles, 


and referred to the Committee on Public Lands: 

Bill to authorize the sale of Rock Island, in the 
State of Illinois, and for other purposes. 

Bill granting a portion of the public lands to the 
State of Illinois, to aid in the construction of the 
Mississippi and Wabash railroad. 

Bill granting a portion of the public lands to 
aid in the construction of the Warsaw and Rock- 


PHILADELPHIA COURTS AND POST OFFICE. 
Mr. BRODHEAD asked and obtained unani- 


mous consent to introduce a bill to provide a place | 


for a post office in the city of Philadelphia, and for 
the courts of the United States for the eastern dis- 
trictof Pennsylvania. It proposes to enact that the 


| done with it. 


Feb. 8, 
to provide necessary and permanent accommoda- 
tions for a post office for the city of Philadelphi i. 
and for the courts of the United States, and the offi- 
cers connected with them, in the eastern district of 
Pennsylvania, by leasing and fitting up the same, 
‘ora term not less than ten years, or by purchase, 
It provides, however, that no purchase shall take 
place, except within the limits of an appropriation 
to be made by Congress. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


RAILROADS IN MICHIGAN. 


On the motion of Mr. STUART, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill granting the right of way and 
making a grant of Jand to the State of Michigan, 
to aid in the construction of the Oakland and Ot. 
tawa railroad from Pontiac to Lake Michigan, 
and branches from Corunna and Grand Rapids to 
the Straits of Mackinaw, and a continuous branch 
from thence to the Montreal river, in said State. 

Mr. DAWSON. I desire to suggest to the 
Senator from Michigan that, when the bill was 
under consideration yesterday, the Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Bayarv,} whom I do not now see 
here, intimated his desire to address the Senate 
upon the subject. I suppose he did not expect 
the bill to be called up in the morning hour, and 
therefore is not here prepared to discuss it. [ 
suggest, therefore, that it should go over until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. STUART. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Georgia, that the Senator from Delaware 
simply submitted a motion to postpone the con- 
sideration of the-bill until to-morrow, and that 
motion being pending, my colleague moved to 
adjourn. 

Mr. DAWSON. lLask that the bill should be 

| postponed until to-morrow. We should accom- 
modate the Senator from Delaware by giving him 
the opportunity of expressing his views upon it. 

Mr. STUART. I should be very glad, Mr. 
President, to accommodate amy gentleman who 
desires to discuss the bill. It will be recollected, 
however, that the Senate discussed several bills 
other than this yesterday, and I had hoped that, 
this morning, whatever discussion was to be had, 
might be had at once, so that the bill might pass. 
For myself, | am not disposed to consume the 
time of the Senate, nor to prevent any other Sena- 
tor from expressing any views which he desires 
to present; but I am very solicitous that the bill 
should be considered now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is very obvious 
that we cannot dispose of this bill to-day. If we 
take it up, it will lead to debate, and will con- 
sume the morning hour, and extend beyond the 
morning hour. We know that at one o’clock the 
special order of the day, the Nebraska bill, comes 
up. I therefore propose to the Senator from 
Michigan to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. STUART. I certainly would consent to 
the suggestion made by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, but we have passed other bills at this ses- 
sion; and one yesterday morning, precisely like 
it, we passed through in ten minutes. We have 
already passed two for the State of Wisconsin. 

| We passed one yesterday morning for the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota; and it will be recollected here 
we discussed by the hour general principles entirely 
disconnected with this bill. The road proposed 
to be’ benefited by the bill runs through an un- 


| broken wilderness, so that nine tenths of the argu- 


ments submitted to the Senate yesterday had no 
application to it. Inasmuch as the general princi- 
mo governing the bills have been so thoroughly 
discussed in the Senate for the last three years, it 


does seem to me that we should not become very 


much enlightened by any further discussion. I 
hope, therefore, that the Senate will allow us to 
progress with the bill, and let us see what will be 
I assure the honorable Senator, 
however, that when the time arrives for entering 
upon the consideration of the special order, I shall 
not interpose any objection to taking it up. 
have no Haseaiied to interfere with that measure 
at all. 
| Mr. CLAYTON. I do not wish to make any 
‘remarks upon this bill; but L do wish to bear 
ithe principles relating to all these railroad bills 


the Senate, it requires unanimous consent to adopt |) Postmaster General be authorized and empowered !) discussed; and | now ask, as an act of justice to 
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my colleague, [Mr. Bararo,] who is not now in | 


is seat 
; Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Yes, he is. 

Mr. CLAYTON. He has justcomein. If he 
desires to go on, I will not press the request to 
nostpone the bill. 
* Mr. STUART. The Senator from Delaware 
is now in his seat, and can discuss the bill if he 


dees BAYARD. I shall not oceupy much of 


the time of the Senate now, but 1 shall take occa- | 
sion hereafter to express my opinions fully in ref- | 
erence to the unconstitutionality, in my view, of | 


these appropriations, and endeavor to show that 


there is no great distinction between the appro- | 


nriation of land according to the provisions of 
these bills and the appropriation of any other 
property belonging to the United States, and in 
the hands of the Government for their benefit. I 
think the distinction cannot obtain. I can under- 
stand perfectly that, when, as in the first instance, 
according to the doctrines of Mr. Calhoun, the 
Government,as a great land-holder, having in its 
possession and holding the tide to immense quan- 
tities of unsettled land, which under the laws of 
the country are salable at specific prices, or are 
subject to ‘entry at specific prices, desires to en- 
courage the sale of the lands, it might, without 
making any donation at all or grant, either to the 
States or individaals, dispose of one section of 
land for the purpose of making a road when it re- 
serves the alternate sections for the purposes of 
the Government; but the moment you go beyond 


. ii 
the point at which you reserve the alternate sec- | 


tions to the Government, that moment you make | 


it a donation for the general purposes of internal || 


improvements in the particular States, or to the 
particular individuals to whom the donation is 
made. 

The distinction seems to me so palpable that I 


will not now intrude longer on the time of the | 
Senate in reference to it; but I shall take occasion | 


at a future day to express more at length my views 
in reference to measures of this kind. 


lt seems further to me, making the suggestion | 


merely now, that you have got to something 
more than the mere temporary expedients of the 


hour. It may be perfectly true, as alleged by the | 
honorable senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown, ] | 


that experience has proved that you have made 
more rapid sales of the land on some of those roads 
which have been constructed, or are about to be 
constructed, under your grants and donations. 
That may be true, but the ultimate effect of such 


in my judgment, outweighs any temporary ad- 





given to it, that, inasmuch as the sections im- 
mediately along the road sold by the United States, 
exceeded in value thesame quantity in a more re- 
mote distance from the road, the claim might be 
made that you should double the number of sec- 
tions in order to equal the quantity that the State 
should have. It is capable of that interpretation. 
I do not say that that interpretation is designed. 
But, at all events, there can be no harm in stating 
specifically what we do mean by inserting after the 
word ** equal ’’ the words * in quantity.”’ I move 
that amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I will accept the amendment. 

I think that is the construction which is now put 
upon the section. Let the amendment be made 
accordingly. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 

will be agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 

reported to the Senate as amended. 

Mr. DODGE. 1 will now ask that the whole 

bill may be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill, but 
| was interrupted by 
Mr. WALKER. I desire to suggest to the 
| Senator from lowa, that it is unnecessary to oc- 
cupy the time of the Senate with the reading of 
| the bill. It will take some time to read it. We 
| allunderstand its provisions. It does not differ 
from the other bills which have passed. 

Mr. DODGE. I withdraw the request to read 
the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read a third time. 

On the question of its passage, Mr. BAYARD 
called for the yeas and nays, and they were or- 
dered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 32, nays 
14; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, 
Brown, Cass, Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, 
| Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, Houston, James, John 
son, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Pettit, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Smith, Stuart, Sumner, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Waiker, Weller, and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bayard, Butter, Clayton, Dawson, 
Dixon, Hamlin, Hunter, Mason, Norris, Pratt, ‘Thompson 
of Kentucky, Toombs, Wade, and Williams—lL4. 


So the bill passed. 


Mr. STUART. The amendment reported 
from the Committee on Public Lands renders it 
necessary to change the title of the bill. I there- 
| fore move to amend the title, soas to make it read 
as follows: 


*¢A bill making a grant of land to the State of Michigan, 
to aid in the construction of the Oakland and Ottawa rail- 


I hope the amendment 





= : || road, and a railroad from the Grand Rapids to the Straits 
a system on the political morals of the country, | 


vantage, which merely tends to the present benefit | 


of the country and the agricultural population. 


That effect on the political morals of the country | 


is far more injurious than ts beneficial any tempo- 
rary good derived from these grants. 

These are my general views on the subject. I 
shall take occasion hereafter more fully to ex- 
press them to the Senate, when some other bill 
comes before it. For the present, however, I shall 
not say anything further upon this bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) | 


The bill is before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole, and is open to amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. There isan amendment which 
I think should be made to the bill. As it stands, 
it leaves a doubt, in my mind, as to the construc- 
tion which may be given to one of its sections. 
lhe grantis to the State of Michigan, for the pur- 
pose of aiding in the construction of certain roads, 
of “every alternate section of land designated by 
odd numbers, for six sections in width on each 
side of said roads and branch road; but in case it 
shall appear that the United States have, when 
the lines or route of said road are definitely fixed 
by the authority aforesaid, sold any section or any 
part thereof granted as aforesaid, or that the right of 
preemption has attached to the same, then it shall 
e lawful for any agent or agents, to be appointed 
by the Governor of said State, to select, subject 
to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 
from the lands of the United States nearest to the 
tier of sections above specified, so much land in 
alternate sections or parts of sections, as shall be 
equal to such lands as the United States have sold 
or otherwise appropriated, or to which the right of 
preemption has attached.’ 


| 
| 





| 
| 


of Mackinaw, and a railroad from Pontiac, via Pere Mar- 

quette river, Manitowoe and Ontonagon river, to Kewana 

Point, with a branch to the vicinity of Carp river, upon 
| Lake Superior. ”? 


| The motion was agreed to. 
RAILROAD IN LOUISIANA. 
Mr. BROWN. I now ask the unanimous con- 


|| sent of the Senate.to take up the bill making a 


grant of land to the States of Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi to aid in the construction of certain railroads 
'in those States. I would not ask the indulgence 
| of the Senate to take up this bill at this time, if it 
were possible that it would give rise to any debate. 
It contains a grant for three roads. During the 
last session of Congress three bills passed this 
body covering the three several grants which have 
now been combined in one bill. In its principle it 
is the same as those which have heretofore passed. 
It is precisely the same as the bill which we have 
just passed, with the single exception of the change 
of names. I ask the indulgence of the Senate to 
take it up and act upon it at this time. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 will remind the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi that it was the under- 
standing yesterday that all these railroad bills 
should be taken up in their order upon the Calen- 
| dar; and on that account | withdrew my request 
| for the consideration of a bill making a grant for 
| a road in my State, to enable the Senator from 
| Michigan to have his bill taken up. 


Mr. BROWN. I certainly do not design to 
violate any understanding of the Senator; and if 

| that be the understanding, I give way. 
| Mr. SLIDELL. I now move that the bill 
granting to the State of Louisiana the right of 
| way and a donation of public lands for the pur- 
| pose of locating and constructing a railroad from 
| Algiers, on the Mississippi river, to the Sabine 


Does that mean equal in quantity, or in value? \ river in said State, be taken up for consideration. 


I can easily see that the construction might be |) 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as | 
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| Ido not think, however, that there will 
| debate. 
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in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bil. No amendment being proposed, it was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, was read a third time, and passed ; 
and the title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill 
making a grant of lands to the State of Louisiana, 
to aid in the construction of certain railroads in 
said State.’’ 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I move that 


the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill 
to provide for the ascertainment and satisfaction 
of the claims of American citizens for spoliations 
committed by the French prior to the 31st of July, 
1801. Senators will recolleet that this bill, as the 
special order, was assigned for Monday of this 
week, but for reasons with which every one is 
acquainted, it was not taken up. | now ask that 
it may be considered during the morning hour. | 
do not know a single Senator who desires to speak 
on it; but if there should be any, and the morning 
hour should expire before the bill can be disposed 
of, it may be postponed, and its consideration re- 
sumed during the morning hour to-morrow, and 
from day to day, until it shall have been passed. 
ye any 
I know of no one desirous to discuss it, 


| and therefore | move that it be taken up. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to say that the bill 


is verbatim the same as the bill which passed this 


| body at the last Congress. 


| which | wished,to ask. 


Mr. DODGE. That was exactly the question 
{ want to hear the bill 
read. If l am not mistaken, from an examination 
of some copies of the bill which I have seen, there 
is an important section omitted in this bill, which 
may materially affect the interests of the Govern- 
ment. I do not question the veracity of the Senator, 


| who has thoroughly examined the whole subject; 
| but I have perused several of the bills, and I un- 


derstand that a section, very important to the Gov- 


| ernment, is withdrawn from this bill. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I only desire to say that the 


| bill which I introduced to the Senate, and which 


| identical bill of the last year. 


has been reported from the select committee, was 
taken from the files of the Senate. It waa the 
If there is an omis- 
sion, it is one which has escaped my observation. 


| If the section has been omitted, let it be inserted. 


Mr. HUNTER. Let the bill be read. 


The Secretary read the bill. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. [ find, by an exam- 


| ination of the bill, that [| was right in this matter, 


and | therefore offer the following amendment as 
an additional section: 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, Thatan attorney to 
the said board shall be appointed by the President, by and 


| with the advice and consent of the Senate, whose duty it 


shall be to resist all unjust claims, and to protect the interest 
of the United States, and of the fund that may be appropri 


} ated to carry this actinto execution; and to thjs end heshall 
| ; 
| have power to examine witnesses, and to cause testimony to 


be taken for the United States, and testimony before the 


| eommission for the purpose of examining it, amd the right 


to be heard in all cases. He shall be sworn to the faithful 
performance of his duty as attorney, and shall be entitled to 
the same compensation as one of the commissioners. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The bill which I introduced 
into the Senate, was, as | supposed, the bill which 
we passed at the last Congress. I hope the ques- 
tion will be taken on the amendment; that it wil! 
be adopted; and then, that the bill may go over 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I wish to say that I have 
no objection to the amendment proposed, but If 
recollect very well that when President Taylor 
recommended to Congress the appointment of an 
attorney, such as was proposed by this amend- 
ment, to attend a board of commissioners to as- 
certain claims arising under the treaty of Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo, a resolution was adopted to that 
effect, but no attorney was appoint I thought 
that it was proper. t therefore do not object to 
the arnendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I now move that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed unt! half 
past twelve o’clock to-morrow, and be made the 
special order for that hour. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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COURT OF CLAIMS. 
On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, it was 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be discharged 


orderéd 


from the further consideration of the bill to estab- 
lish a court for the investigation of claims against 
the United States; and that it be referred to the 


: ’ 
Committee on Finance. 


NEBRASKA AND KANSAS TERRITORIES. 
; the if the 


consideration ¢ } 
ablish a Territorial government in Ne- 


The Senate resumed 
bill to es 
braska 

Mr. EVERETT, to whom the floor was as- 
signed, proceeded to address the Senate. He oc- 
cupied its undivided attention for an hour anda 
half. [His speech will be found in the Appen- 
dix.] 

Mr. E. having coneluded, 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, | propose, with 
the indulgence of the Senate, to submit some re- 
marks on this subject; but I think itis now too late 
for me to proceed far with those remarks to-day, 
if | should now commence. | therefore hope that 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories will consent to allow me the indulgence of 
an adjournment. 

Mr. SEWARD. [I move that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. SMITH. ‘That will suit me. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent in the consideration 
thereof, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 8, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wiruam H. Minsurn. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, transmit- 
ting a statement of the expenditures of the appro- 
priations for contingencies of the various offices 
and bureaus of that Department during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1853; which was ordered to 
lie upon the table, and be printed. 

Also, acommunication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting an abstract of the returns of 
the militia of all the States and Territories, with 
their arms, accouterments, and munitions, taken 
from the latest returns received by the Depart- 
ment; which was ordered to lie upon the table, 
and be printe d. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. On yesterday the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Daecehiea’ moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the House agreed to 
a certain amendment of the Senate to House bill 
(No. 50) making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending June 30, 1853.’’ The gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Orr} raised the 
question of order, that the motion could not be 
entertained, inasmuch as he contended that the 
bill had passed from the possession of the House. 
The Chair overruled the point of order, and from 
that decision the gentleman from South Carolina 
appealed. That appeal is the first business in 
order this morning, and the question is, ** Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the House?” 

Mr. HOUSTON, I do not see the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] in his seat, and I 
would rather that this question should go over 
until he is present. I therefore move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. I hope we shall be able to 
get through with the defic iency bill to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Alabama is in order. . 
REMONSTRANCE AGAINST NEBRASKA BILL. 

Mr. CUTTING. Will the House allow meto 
present a remonstrance, signed by the officers of 
a meeting, citizens of New York city, expressing 
the sense of a public meeting held in that city, at 


the Tabernacle, in opposition to the Nebraska || 


bill? They have selected me as their organ, and 
as itis very well known that my political senti- 
ments differ from those of the persons who at- 
tended that meeting, the non-presentation of their 
remonstrance by me in open House might be at- 
tributed to motives very different from those that 
really actuate me; and, therefore, with the consent 
of the House, | will present the remonstrance, and 
let it take that direction which the Chair supposes 
to be proper. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
remonstrance will be received. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York is aware that he can introduce the remon- 
strance, under the rule, at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. CUTTING. lasked the unanimousconsent 


_of the House to enable me to present the remon- 


strance, simply for the purpose of preventing any 
possible misconstruction that might arise in the 
minds of those persons who participated in the 
meeting. I have accomplished that purpose. I 
have made an effort, and objection having been 
made, | will present the remonstrance, under the 
rule, at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I hope the gentleman from 
Maine wiil withdraw his objection. ‘This morning 
I received a similar remonstrance, as | suppose, 
(having just entered the House,) to the one which 


the gentleman from New York desired to present. | 
It is signed by many respectable constituents, and | 


although differing with them entirely in the views 
which they have expressed, | would prefer, while 
I concede to them the right of petition, to express 
at the time I presenttheir views, the views which 
I entertain myself, and which will, in every proba- 
bility, control my vote, if | like to give it. 

The SPEAKER. Is the objection withdrawn? 

Mr. MACDONALD. No, sir; I decline to 
withdraw it. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Alabama, that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I hopethat motion will not 
prevail. [ desire to make a statement in relation 
to the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, the motion to recon- 
sider is the regular business in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will 
rule controlling this matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] who took the appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, is not here, and I insist 
that it would not be proper to take up that ques- 
tion until he is present. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Rather than be considered 
discourteous to the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, who is absent, | will not interpose any objec- 
tion to the postponement of this subject for the 
present. 

The SPEAKER. The rules governing this 
question are as follows: 


turn to the 


*< It shall be the standing order of the body, throughout 
the session, for the House to resolve itself into the Commit 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union ;”? 
and— 

“The House may at any time, by the vote of a majority 
of the members present, suspend the rules in order to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union.” 

Mr. FLORENCE. I certainly would not be 
discourteous to any gentleman on this floor; and, 
therefore, I do not desire to be considered as inter- 
posing any objection to the postponement of this 
matter. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Alabama to withdraw his motion 


. 


for one moment, to permit me to ask the unani- | 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution | 
calling upon the President for copies of certain | 


papers. 


of business. 


| 


The question was then taken on Mr. Hovston’s 


motion, and it was agreed to. 


The rules were accordingly suspended, and the | 


House resolved itself into the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Seymour } 


in the chair.) 
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DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN. The subject in order be. 
fore the committee for consideration is House }y; 
(No. 49) to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1854. Noamendment was pending 
when the committee rose. The Clerk will proceed 
with the reading of the bill. y 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to insert, after line 195 
the following: . 

For compensation of two additional clerks in the office 
of the Superintendent of the Public Printing, $1,200, 

The amendment simply provides compensation 
for the two additional clerks ordered by the joint 
resolution, which was passed a few days ago, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not see why there cay 
be objection to thisamendment. It only provides 
compensation for the very two clerks the House 
gave the Superintendent of the Pablic Printing, |; 
is simply in compliance with the law which we 
passed two days ago, and against which J voted. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAVEN. I desire, by the instruction of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, to offer an- 
other amendment, which, | believe, so far as that 
committee is concerned, finishes the troublesome 
and raveled question of the public printing; 
as follows: 

For the printing of the Executive Departments, including 
for paper, and ‘he printing of the annual estimates of ap 
propriations for the year 1855, and for printing, paper, 
binding twenty thousand copies of the annual report of 
Secretary of the Treasury on Commerce and Navigation for 
the year 1853, $9,085. 

Mr. Chairman, I will explain the items of the 
amendment. That portion of it which provides 
for the printing of the Treasury Department be- 
comes necessary, by reason of the transfer of the 
charge of the printing from that Department t 
the office of the Superintendent of the Pu 
Printing, by the generai printing law of 1852. The 
remainder of the amendment, in reference to the 
printing of the work on commerce and navigation, 
is to supply a deficiency which occurred two 
years ago, and in consequence of the change 
having been made at that time. The account of 
the public printing was thrown then into confusior 
I believe that the pa&sage of this amendment wi 
straighten up all these accounts, so far as th: 
committee, at least, know anything about them 

The question was taken, and the amendmen 
was adopted. 


The Clerk then proceeded with the reading 
the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the 
mittee of Ways and Means to submit the follow- 
ing amendment : 

After line 141 insert the following: 


For rent of house on the northwest corner of F 4 
17th streets, and warming all the rooms in it, $385. 

For the compensation and expenses of the comunissior 
civilians and military men appointed under the provisi 
of the first section of an act entitled * An act making 
propriations for the support of the Army for the year ¢ 
ing the 30th of June, 1854,”? approved 3d March, 1855, 
determine matters connected with the management o! | 
national armories, $5,996 61. 


Mr. LETCHER took the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN, Does the member from 
Alabama yield the floor to the gentleman fro 
Virginia? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 do not want to make 
speech further than to say that, in relation to! 
first item of $385, 1 have a very full explanat 
from the Secretary of War, in which he says the! 
the necessity for it arises in consequence of ! 
high price of fuel, and the great difficulty of wari- 
ing the house to which it is proposed to apply 

The last item is to pay the commissioners W! 
examined the contested question whether work 
was better done in the national armories, under |) 
control of civil or military men. ‘That commitice 
was in session a considerable length of time. 
have that explanation here also. The amendmen 
proposed is in conformity to the estimates recom: 


it} 


mended by the Secretary of War for the aciusl 


| time they were in service. 
Mr. HAMILTON. | insist on the regular order || 


Mr. LETCHER. I know all that. IJ have! 
great respect for estimates, and I want some ! 
formation in respect to this proposition to amen 
the deficiency bill. I desire to know, Mr. Chai 
man, what that sum is made up of—what co! 
pensation is given to the civilians, and whether | 
is proposed to give to the officers of the Army, 


\. who were engaged in the service, additional ps) 
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\ir. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I will an- 


va 
gentleman’s question by reading the 


estimate. 


ver 


r the compensation and expenses of a com 
civil and military men appointed under the pro 
fthe Army appropriation act of March 3, 1853, to 


rmories. 
: ompensation of six members, and a secretary 
), 114,112, 11}, and 112 days respectively, in all 
_at 3 per day, £5,338, less the pay of three Army 
for 112, LIL, and 112 days respectively, #1,720 05, 
pele dbabs Wee eb Ge cease b ation ocd< soon ssieegene BO 
os {. to traveling, in all 10,341 miles, at ten 
508 D MIO. cence cece cccesecesccecececs 


Phird, PMU. see cece ceeeee eeeeeeeeeneens 


1,034 10 
344 00 


$5,996 05 


Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, I understand 
» state of the case to be this: that the officers of 
‘he Army who were engaged in this service are 


matters connected with the management of the 


to receive eight dollars per day, deducting their | 


evular pay. 

“Mr. HOUSTON. 
LETCHER. 

tate of the case, | am opposed to the amendment. 

These officers go into the Army, and receive com- 

pensation for their services. ‘That compensation 


That is it. 


Now, sir, if-this be the 


s fixed by law; and I do not think that itis proper | 


for this House to undertake, by this indirection, 
to increase that compensation in the mode that it 
is here attempted, at the rate of eight dollars per 
aay. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, if the gen- 
tleman from Virginia allows me, | will say a word 
I believe that the position he oc- 
cupies in relation to the compensation of military 
men to be a just and proper one if it were univer- 

ly followed, But it is not universally followed, 
and therefore the committee thought it proper, in 
this ease, to conform to what had been the con- 
stant and unbroken custom of the Department, 
tioned by Congress. 


on this subject. 


sa 


Mr. LETCHER. IL understood, Mr. Chairman, || 


that this was the era of retrenchment and reform | 


—particularly in this House. I had expected to 
see the Committee of Ways and Means set the 
example on this subject, by reforming old abuses, 
and curtailing bad customs. Butitseems now that 
this amendment was introduced here because the 
principle of itis in accordance with old abuses, 


and for the purpose of perpetuating and sanction- | 


ing this principle in all time to come. 


Now, sir, if this be the state of the case, the 


sooner we get out of the practice the better. 1 
want to go back to the old rule which prevailed in 
the better days of the Republic. Let us confine 
these gentlemen to their salaries, and pay them 
what they are entitled to under the existing law, 
and no more. 

(A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hands of Asspury Dickts, its Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had passed a 
bill entitled ** An actto aid the Territory of Minne- 

ia to construct a railroad for postal, military, 
and other purposes,.’’ 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Is discussion still in order 
upon the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion is exhausted 
upon the proposed amendment, and it will be ne- 
cessary to offer another amendment before further 
discussion ean be in order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
propriation one dollar. 
_ Mr. Chairman, I agree with the gentleman 


from Virginia (Mr. Lercuer] that this appropri- 
ation should be so far reduced as that it should 
provide only for the payment of the civilians who 


sat upon this armory commission, and when so | 
ded, | am in favor of the amendment offered | 


ame 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means. I[ should have been better satisfied had 
the amendment embraced an appropriation for the 


I move to increase the ap- | 


payment of the counsel and the witnesses who | 


apy 


peared before the commissioners, at Springfield, 
under the impression, derived from the commis- 
Sioners, that they were tobe paid. But, sir, 1 am 
in favor of the amendment. 

Chese commissioners have made a report to the 


».. . . 
President, I understand, in regard to the working || 


of the military system of superintendence at the | 


national armory, at Springfield; they have re- 
ported in favor of a change from the military to 


the civil superintendence, the news-of which has | 


gladdened the hearts of every New England me- 


chanic who has heard (and who has not heard ?) | 
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of the petty tyranny exercised at the national ar- 
mories by gentlemen in epaulets, whose eduva- 
uon, if not inclination, leads them to look upon 
the mechanic in the workshop as the soldier in his 
barracks. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a question of order. 
[ am exceedingly anxious to get this bill through 
as soon as possible tO-day, and if we enter into a 
discussion of the merits of the original proposi- 
tion the debate will be indefinitely prolonged. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I believe I am in order, 
and hope the gentleman from Alabama will not 
interrupt me. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I raise the point of order, 
that it is not competent to enter into a discussion 
of the merits of the orginal proposition, and—— 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman will sus- 
pend until the Chair decides the question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If wego into that discus- 
sion it will last for days. ‘lhe question | make 
is this: the proposition 1s now to pay the commis- 
sioners for the performance of certain services. 
The labor has been done, and that in pursuance 
of a law of the last Congress; and I say it is not 
in order, upon that proposition, for gentlemen to 
discuss the merits of the original proposition upon 
which they were acting. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair 


understood 


the gentleman from Connecticut merely to advert 


to the value of the services rendered. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 1 will endeavor to make 
my remarks germane to the question, and I trust 
the gentleman will not again interrupt me. | 
hope the amendment will pass unanimously; and 
when Congress has done its duty in the premises, 
l hope the President will decide this question in 
accordance with the report of the commission he 
appointed; and then I trust Congress will expunge 
from the statute-book this antli-republican law, 
which places free mechanics, men of character, 
industry, and worth, under drum-head orders. 
Congress will have, I suppose, the report of these 
commissioners before it in due time—a report 
signed by such distinguished men as Andrew 
Stevenson, of Virginia, Governor Steele, of New 
Hampshire, and Chancellor Walworth, of New 
York—if the half of what I hear is true, there isa 
system of petty oppression and espionage exer- 
cised at the Springfield armory which is befitting 
more a penitentiary of convicts than a government 
institution, in which some of the first mechanics 
and men of genius in the country are employed. 

But | am reminded that this is not the time or 
the occasion to speak of these things. I hope they 
will present themselves shortly; and when gentle- 
men come to know the truth of this matter, sure I 
am that they will not hesitate to restore the super- 
intendency of the armories to that republican sys- 
tem in which all our institutions are conceived, 
and which a previous Congress has, in this in- 
stance, (in my opinion,) clearly departed from. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Connecticut, 
[Mr. Incersou.,] and 1 desire to say to the Chair 
and committee, that my opposition to the course 
of remark pursued by that gentleman does not 
proceed from any disinclination to hear that sub- 
ject discussed whenever it shall be proper to take 
it up. 

‘lhe proper time, in my opinion, to discuss the 
merits of these two systems, will be when the 
armory bill comes up, in which the appropriation 
is contained. Here we only propose to pay gen- 
tlemen for examining and making a report; and 
that report, I take it, will be submitted to both 
Houses. If gentlemen desire it, they may discuss 
this subject upon the proposition to print the re- 
port, and when an appropriation is proposed to be 
made for the armories, discussion of the kind now 
indulged in will be in order, but itis notin order 
at present. I hope that the committee will rule it 
out of order, and that they will agree to postpone 
it until it comes up legitimately. Let us, if pos- 


| sible, get this bill through as soon as possible, 


and not discuss matters which will come up more 
appropriately at another ume. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I| withdraw the amend- 
ment I offered. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
amount $3,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
will permit me I will offer an amendment to that 
clause, that will, perhaps, better accomplish his 
object, and it is, if he will hear it read, to insert 


I propose to reduce the 
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at the end of the proposed amendment the fol- 


lowing: 


Or so much thereof as may be necessary, provided that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to authorize 
the payment or allowance of any compensation to military 


men employed other than their regular pay or emolament, 
as Officers of the Army 


Mr. LETCHER. The amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] will 
satisfy me. So far as this military and civil su- 
perintendency is concerned, my course is known to 
be as decidedly against military superintendency 
as that of the gentleman over the way. I was 
opposed to it in the last Congress, and I am op- 
posed to it now; but at the same time, I do not 
think it necessarily follows that we should under- 
take to increase the salaries of officers because we 
happen to be in favor of civil superintendency over 
the military. 

lt strikes me that there is a great disnosition 
manifested here to add to the salaries of public of- 
ficers. We find the number of public officers 
almost daily increased here, and that their salaries 
are increased also, in the way of percentage, in 
almost every way which the ingenuity of man can 
suggest. We find here a proposition toadd to the 
regular salaries of these gentlemen while they are 
engaged in service far lighter than the performance 
of their regular duties as military officers. It seems 
to me that there is no reason in it, and there can 
be no reason for it. 

It affords a little recreation if they have to go 
upon excursions of this sort, and leave their regular 
duties in the Army to engage in such service for 
the time being. The fair rule would be, instead of 
increasing, to decrease the compensation allowed 
them I have no objection to paying the other 
gentlemen concerned in the commission what is 
reasonable and right. They have been selected 
from a different walk in life, and they have no ree- 
ular compensation except what they get for their 
services as awarded to them in pursuance of law. 

In the other case, they are receiving regular pay, 
and their compensation ought to be confined to 
their regular pay. 

Mr. JONES. I ask that the amendment to the 
amendment may be read as it will stand if the 
amendment I have proposed to it be adopted. 

The amendment, as proposed to be amended, 
was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is the amount proposed in 
the original amendment changed by the amend- 
ment to the amendment? 

Mr: JONES. It is not. The amendment, as 
proposed to the original amendment, offered by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, provides the same amount, or so much 
thereofas may be necessary; provided that nothing 
therein contained shall be so construed as to in- 
crease the pay of the officers of the Army engaged 
in the commission. 

[ agree perfectly with the gentleman from Vir- 
zinia [Mr. Lercner) in regard to the payment of 
additional compensation to these Army officers, 
whose service is permanent; but in reference to 
the others, whose employment was merely tem- 
porary, the case is entirely different. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the adoptior 
of the amendment as amended. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I propose to increase the 
appropriation $1,000, with a view of the prosecu 
tion of the same inquiry at Flarper’s Ferry which 
has been made at Springfield. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Do I understand the centle- 
man from Virginia to 
with a view of continuing this commission at 
Harper’s Ferry? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I propose to increase the 
appropriation $1,000, that the President may, if 
he thinks proper, direct the commissioners to pro- 
ceed with their duties at Harper’s Ferry. The 
original intention of the commission, as I unde: 
stand it, was that the investigation should take 
place both at Harper’s Ferry and Springfield. | 
am one of those who believe that the discretion 
which was vested in the President of the Unite 
States by the act of Congress referred to by the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,] to de- 
cide the question whether the national armories 


propose an appropriation 


should be under a military or tendence 
should never have been placed in the hands of the 


Executive. I protested against it at the time, and 


ivil super! 
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my opinion has undergone no change since. It is 

n ‘question of legislative policy, which ought to 
have been determined by Congress, and made a 
fixed and permanent rule. 4 

But as Congress did vest that discretion in the 
President, it was but proper to give him a com- 
mission to investigate the sulyject fully at the two 
national armories; and to enable him to decide, 
from the result of that investigation, whether it is 
proper that the present system should be contin- 
ued, or the old system be reinstated. 

‘The commissioners appointed, of able and prac- 
tical men, proceeded to Springfield, and made a 
thorough investigation there during a period of 
ninety or a hundred days. Why it is that that 
investigation was cut sort, and they were not 
permitted, according to the original appointment, 
to go to Harper’s Ferry, for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the investigation there, the public has not 
been informed. 
Larper’s Ferry were prepared there to havethrown 
much light upon this question. The board which 
sat at Springfield made its report as early as the 
latter part of November, and, as has been stated, 
two thirds of them concurred in the propriety of 
abrogating the present military system, and re- 
storing the system of civil superintendence. 

Sir, to this day that question remains undecided 
by the President of the United States, no doubt 
from the pressure of his other public engagements. 
lt is a subject of profound regret to us that the 
matter continues yet undecided, and more espe- 
cially that it has got been already decided in con- 
formity to the report of that board, in accordance 
with opinions expressed by this body, in accord- 
ance with the spirit of our institutions, and in ac- 
cordance with the clearly ascertained popular will 
of this nation. 

Now, if there could be any doubt upon a ques- 
tion of this kind, that doubt Lam sure could be 
removed by the prosecution of that investigation 
at Elarper’s Ferry. They are there prepared 
with testimony to show what has been the past 
and present operation of the two systems, and 
how they have respectively operated upon the 
interests of the Government and the persons em- 
ployed there. I should demand an investigation, 
unless I believed the materials now before the 
President, are sufficient to enable him to come to 
a conclusion such as we expect and hope he may 
reach. 

I repeat, sir, if I did not believe that those ma- 
terials now before the President, collected by the 
labor and industry of the commission at Spring- 
field, were sufficient to enable him to come toa 
satisfactory conclusion on this subject, I should 
insist upon my amendment; but believing, as I do, 
that that information now before him is sufficient 
to enable him to arrive at the conclusion satisfac- 
tory to the country, [ will withdraw my amend- 
ment, having offered it only for the purpose of 
making the few remarks which [ have done. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the 
withdrawal of the amendment? 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope there will be no ob- 
jection to the withdrawal of the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order to de- 
bate that question. 

Mr. LETCHER., I intend to oppose the 
amendment, because I do not consider that there is 
any occasion for it. 

A Memper. It has been withdrawn. 

Mr. LETCHER. The withdrawal was ob- 
jected to. The law of last session made provision 
for an investigation at both armories, and | am 
just as much surprised as my colleague that the 
investigation has been confined to Springfield, and 
that Harper’s Ferry has been neglected. We de- 
sired to have an investigation there also, but I do 
not see that this amendment will accomplish that 

yurpose, 

The CHAIRMAN. The qutstion is on the 
amendment to the amendment proposed by the 
gentieman from Virginia, (Mr. FavLkner.] 

Mr. PRATT. What is it? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is to add 41,000 to the 
appropriation reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. PRATT. Tam opposed to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion is exhausted 
on the amendment to the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment to 


Certain it is that the people of 


| for the reason I have stated. 


| cipline which is at the bottom of it. 


| Says the commission was unpopular. 


| difference in sentiment upon this question. 


Mr. PRATT. I move to increase the appro- 
priation one dollar. 

lam surprised, Mr. Chairman, that anybody in 
this committee should move to increase that appro- 
priation $1,000. For my own part, as an hum- 
ble individual residing somewhere near Spring- 
field, where that commission sat, to examine its 
armory, I am perfectly satisfied that the whole 
thing was a humbug—perfectly so. [I would not 
give one rush for their report, though by no means 
calling into question the character for veracity of 
those gentlemen. Most of the time they were 
perambulating New England. ‘They were in 
Springfield only for a brief period; and if I am 
correctly advised—but | may be mistaken—they 
were bound for Harper’s Ferry, when told not to 
go there, for the reason that the course pursued at 
Springfield had rendered the commission unpop- 
ular. I believe 1am correct when | make this 
statement. 

| wish to be distinctly understood. Individually 
I have no hostility to the commission; on the con- 
trary, | feel that they are honorable men. At- 
tending parties and dinners and drinking cham- 
pagne, I believe, was their principal business. 
{Laughter.] I did not see them there, but | know 
that the course they pursued was anything but 
popular with the mass of the people residing in 
that vicinity. I do not believe that they would do 


one particle of good if they were to goto Harper’s | 


Ferry, more than they did at Springfield. 1 pre- 
sume, as the commission was created under an 
act of Congress, that the Government is bound to 
pay their compensation and expense. 

Mr. BANKS. Lam opposed, Mr. Chairman, 
to the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Connecticut, for the reason that it is not sufficient 
to effect a material change in the question. I doubt 
very much whether any good is to be secured by 
the appointment of commissions to investigate mat- 
ters of detail like those submitted to the commis- 
sion which sat at Springfield. The question at the 
bottom of this subject is one not so much of de- 
tailas priciple. [tis a question of discipline. Now 
it 1s as necessary that there should be strict dis- 


| cipline among the mechanics in the armory at 


Springfield, as among the soldiers of the Army in 
service anywhere else; but the discipline is of a 
different character. The discipline of the armory 
is not of thet character which prevails in the Ar- 
my, and therefore it is not, in the nature of things, 
proper or right, as a matter of principle, that the 
mechanics employed at the armory should be 
placed under the superintendence of gentlemen 
educated in the discipline of the Army. The me- 
chanics ought not to be required to submit to it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will remark to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts that the ques- 
tion before the committee is as to the appropria- 
tion to pay the commission for the expenses al- 
ready incurred. Thatis the general question. 
Mr. BANKS. I understand that very well;and 
I am opposed to the payment of this commission 
I say, sir, that con- 
sidering it a question of discipline simply, a com- 
mission for that purpose could not be satisfactory 
or serviceable to the country, and that the proper 
tribunal for its settlement is the House of Represent- 


| atives, with the other branches of the Government 


acting in a legislative capacity. A commission 
ought not to depend so much on the evidence of gen- 


| tlemen, in reference to the execution of particular 


kinds of work, as upon the great principle of dis- 
Therefore | 
am opposed to it; and I hope, as has been sug- 
gested by the chairman of the Committeeof Ways 
and Means, that the question may come up here- 
after, when it may be debated in its full length and 
breadth. I desire to say, at this time, that I am 


| as well opposed also to the extension of the com- 


mission for that purpose, and to the payment of 
the commission which sat in the State which | in 
part have the honor to represent. 

I desire, in addition, to say one word in reply 
to the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Prarrt,]} 
as to the commission which sat in Springfield. He 
Well, sir, 
in the nature of things, it would be more or less 
unpopular. There are different interests. In Spring- 


| field, as also in the State of Massachusetts, so far 


as Lam informed, there is among mechanics no 
This 
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unjust to the men employed. The commission 
must, more or less, perfectly represent both inter. 
esis; and in so far as its members, in the progress 
of the examination, should side with one or the 
other, dissatisfaction would follow. 

3esides the inquiry, departing from the simple 
and single question of principle which should lie 
at its foundation, and entering upon minute details 
as to the execution of work, and treatment of work. 
men, it would degenerate into personality, Upon 
which different persons would take different sides, 
This was not the fault of the commission, of 
course, but it shows that, in the nature of the 
inquiry, it could have no essential elements of 
popularity, and therefore could not be greatly ser- 
viceable to the Government or the people, in deter. 
mining the delicate questions submitted by Con. 

ress, 

The question was then put on the amendmen: 
to the amendment to reduce the appropriation one 
dollar, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
following amendment: 


I propose the 


And the President shall cause the commission to eop- 
tinue their examination at the armory at Harper’s Perry, 


Mr. HOUSTON. I makea point on that amend- 
ment. ‘This is a proposition to amend the defi- 
ciency bill,by appropriating compensation for those 
gentlemen who have made the examination at the 
armory at Springfield. 1 object to the amendmen: 
because it proposes new legislation, or additional 
legislation, on the subject. This is bringing yp 
the whole question, instead of the mere question of 
compensating the commission. It is bringing yp 
the whole question of legislation on which we do 
not propose to legislate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has some 
doubts about ita being in order. The originat )jl| 
is to supply deficiencies in appropriations for the 
year ending June 30, 1854. The amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr, 
SranTon] is nota proviso to any appropriation, 
but is unconnected with all appropriations for a 
deficiency. It provides that the President shal! 
hereafter cause the commission to continue their 
examination at the armory at Harper’s Ferry. 

Mr. STANTON. I will amend the amend- 
ment by saying, ** provided further’’ after ‘‘and.” 
Then it becomes a proviso to an appropriation. 


/ If L understand the matter aright, these commis- 


sioners have not been discharged from their du- 
ties. They are still in the service of the Govern- 
ment, and the effect of the amendment simply is 
to provide that their duties shall not be terminated 
until they have performed them in full. It wasa 


| part of their original duty to examine the armory 


at Harper’s Ferry, as well as that at Springfield; 
and they have but half performed it by examin- 
ing and reporting in regard to the latter 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is of such a nature as not to be ai- 
missible 

Mr. HIBBARD. It is clearly out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. I shall have to take an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair. It seems | 
me that while we are providing for the payment 
of these commissioners for services partially ren- 
dered, we certainly can direct the President ‘0 
carry out the object for which the commission 
was originally appointed, and continue the exain- 
ination. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As far as we are informed, 
that commission has discharged its duties, and \s 
not now in existence, 


Mr. STANTON. I withdraw the appeal; and 


to obviate all difficulties, | propose to put in a0 


appropriation of $500 to continue the examina- 
tion. 

I am not opposed, Mr. Chairman, to the pey- 
ment to these gentlemen for the services already 

erformed. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 
ment read. 

The CHAIRMAN. _The Clerk will report the 
amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


And the President shall cause the said commission !° 
continue their examination at Harper’s Ferry, and that 
$5,000 be appropriated for that purpose. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I make the point of order, 
in accordance with the decision yesterday, that |! 


I desire to hear the ament- 


| System of military superintendence is unpopular, || is not a deficiency, and not an appropriation prope’ 


the amendment was rejected. || because it is unserviceable to the Government, and || for this bill, ‘The amendment creates a new com 
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It is true it states ** for continuing that 
ymission;’ but the commission has made its 
. showing to the House, as far as it can be 
chown, that its existence has terminated; there- 
f re. to say ‘* for continuing the commission’’ 
does not alter the facts. It proposes an appropri- 
son which is not needed for the service during 
“~urrent year. 
Mr. STANTON. I may be mistaken in my 
view of the subject; but my opinion is, that the 
ymission was instituted for the purpose of ex- 
amining both armories, and they have made only 
a partial report. ‘They examined the Springfield 
armory, and made a report simply upon that 
branch of their examiations. The commission 
exists still; and if that is the case, we can provide 
for their continuing it. 
Mr. HIBBARD. I wish to suggest simply, 
with regard to this point of order, that one thing 
ie very clear, and that is, that the amendment pro- 
noses to change the existing law. It proposes to 
modify the existing law; and it has been held again 
nd again that you cannot change the existing law 
by a mere proviso to the deficiency bill. The 
Chair will remember that amendments have been 
repeatedly ruled out of order for that reason, 

fhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
when an appropriation bill, providing for defi- 
cences, is under consideration, it is not competent 
to make an amendment directing the President in 
revard tosuch a matter as this, and therefore rules 
the amendment out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I move to amend by 
increasing the sum $500. 

| think it very proper that these gentlemen, 
who have been called to serve upon the commis- 
, should be fully paid for their services. 
Therefore it is that | shall vote for the amendment 
of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovusron.] 
But, sir, | also want this investigation to con- 
tinue, in order that the evils of military supervi- 
sion of mechanics, artisans, and other civilians, 
may be fully developed to the country. I look 
upon the system of infusing the military men of 
the country into civil places, to the injury of com- 
petent mechanics, as a great evil, and shall do all in 
my power to break up and destroy it. I do not | 
believe that officers of the Army are educated by 
this Government to manufacture intricate ma- 
chinery, either for war, or other purposes. Where 
is your school for teaching them the practical art 
of manufacturing firearms? Their duty is to use 
them—not to make them. I venture to say, that 
where there is one officer of the Army who is 
qualified to superintend the manufacture of fire- 
arms, you may find, even in this city six men of 
practical skill and experience equally as compe- 
teut, and through the country many who are 
much better qualified for that duty, and whose | 
supervision would be infinitely more acceptable to 
the worthy workmen in the shops, who loathe, and 
detest the arbitrary and exacting requirements of 
military rule to which the freemen of this country | 
are unaccustomed, 

I beg to call the attention of this House to the 
extent to which this evil of supplanting civilians 
by officers of the Army, is being carried by this | 
Government, and that, too, I regret to say, under 
& Democratic Administration. Took around, and 
you will see in all quarters of the Union these gen- 
tlemen of the military establishment, educated and 
sustained at the public expense, withdrawn from 
the legal and proper duties belonging to their pro- 
fession, and usurping the places heretofore occu- 
pied by worthy civilians—men who have shed lus- | 
tre by their genius upon the character of the coun- | 
try, and who have been looked upon with pride by 
the people. We have, sir, in this country, and [ 
rejoice that it is so, architects and builders, me- | 
chanics and artisans, who rank well with any of 
the same classes who are to be found in any part 
of the world; and I have seen to my mortifica- 
tion and disgust, some of these men, at least one, 
with a genius in his profession not surpassed by 
any of his class now living, reduced to the condi- | 
tion of a mere clerk, draughtsman, or servant, if 
you please, of one of these military engineers, to 
record his will, give form to his spake suggestions, 
and spend superior talents to make eclat and fame 
for his inexperienced but highly favored superior. 

our custom-houses, scattered all over the coun- 


try, cannot be constructed but you must take an 
officer from 


tend them. 


sion. 


fi 


qhe ¢ 
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You cannot carry out any. river and | 
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harbor improvement under civil superintendence, 
but must have a military man to direct it. You 
cannot build an asylum or hospital but some 
one of these favored gentlemen must be taken to 
supervise the mechanics employed in constructing 
it. Even your Capitol is under military nile. 
You cannot provide rooms in which to carry on 
the usual and ordinary legislation of the country 
without having a military man to superintend and 
control the thousand mechanics who work upon 
them. Why, sir, it is not enough that all these 
works should be placed under military control, 
but you see devised a stupendous plan of bringing 
water to this city, at a cost of millions of money, 
that a military man may erect a monument to his 
own fame. Now, sir, what is the effect of all 
this? Not only to increase enormously the ex- 
penditures of this Government, as I shall show 
upon some future occasion, but to do gross injus- 
tice to eminent civilians, by shutting them out from 
employment for which they are better qualified 
than military men, and to make the laboring me- 
chanics in the employment of Government subject 
to the degrading and slavish regulations of mili- 
tary rule. 

The system is wrong for another reason. There 
are other duties, in their legitimate and proper 
line, which these military men ought to be em- 
ployed in. Their services are needed by the 
Government in strictly military duties belonging 
to their profession. Because they are not in the 


| discharge of their duties Congress is called upon 


to increase their number. If gentlemen will turn 
to the documents accompanying the President’s 
message, they will see that the Colonel of Engineers 
demands an increase of his corps, for the reason 
that there are not enough of this class of officers 
for the service of the Government. He enumer- 
ates the different employments in which they are 
engaged, and shows that in consequence of their 
employment, many of them, in works of purely 
a civil character, an increase of the number is 
absolutely indispensable 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is this debate in order? 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman is evidently 
taking a wide range upon subjects connected with 
the appropriation. 

Mr. STANTON. My purpose is to show that 
the system of placing military men in civil positions 
isa great evil, which ought instantly to be corrected; 
and by continuing this commission, information 
will be developed which will enlighten the public 
mind as to that evil, and force from Congress a 
correction of it. [I wasendeavoring to show, when 
interrupted, that one effect of the system would be 
to enlarge the Corps of Engineers, and thus in- 
crease the Army, when it is wholly unnecessary. 
Already are we called upon by the head of the 
corps to add to its numbers, because there are not 
enough of theengineers left to superintend the con- 
struction of fortifications, light-houses, &c. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My point of order is, that 
the gentleman from Kentucky, by the precise lan- 
guage of the rules, should confine himself to an 
explanation of his amendment. If we are to go 
on with this general debate, we will never get 
through the bill. 7 

Mr. STANTON. I perceive that this is a sub- 
ject upon which some gentlemen are very sensitive; 
and to save further trouble, I will drop it now, 
and take some other occasion to fully expose the 
whole matter to the country. It shall be fully 
understood. 

Mr. PRATT. I conceive that there is no pos- 
sible necessity of either of the amendments pro- 
»osed by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Yéwse;) or the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Sranton.] The whole question lies within the 
limits of a nut-shell—and it is whether these ar- 
mories shall be under the supervision of the civil 


| or military superintendency. For my part, I have 


confidence in some of the officers of the Army of 
the United States. [ do not believe that they are 


| wholly incompetent to discharge these responsible 


the military department to superin- || 


duties. They are generally high-minded, intelli- 
gent, and honorable men. To be sure, there may 
be some civilians as competent to take charge of 
these armories. The gentleman who has charge 


| of the armory in Springfield is one of the most 


intelligent, magnanimous, and high-minded men 
that ever held a commission in the Army of the 
United States. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 
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Mr. BISSELL. 
fore the committee? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is upon the adoption 
of the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Alabama, (Mr. Hovston,] providing contpensa- 
tion for the persons engaged in the commissior 
appointed by the President in reference to the na- 

tional armories, as amended by the committee. 

Mr. BISSELL. I move to amend by increas- 
ing the appropriation $108. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe this is not the first nor 
the second time that my friend from Kentucky 
[Mr. Stanton] has diverged so far from the le- 
gitimate line of discussion as to be found out of | 
order by the Chair, in his endeavors to assail the 
Administration for what he considers a very rep- 
rehensible practice, in employing the engineers of 
the Army in superintending the public works. 
Now, I should like to know of that centleman— 
since the Government finds these offiters under its 
control, under its pay, and who could not be got 
rid of if it-were desired; men who are, in every 
respect, competent to superintend these works- 
what would he have it do with them? Would he 
have the Government employ civilians to attend 
to these duties, and send your Army engineers 
out upon furlough upon full pay ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ili- 
nois will recollect that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, upon being called to order for pursuing the 
same line of discussion which the gentleman from 
Illinois is now pursuing, resumed his seat. The 
Chair thinks this discussion out of order. 

Mr. BISSELL. I yield to the decision of the 
Chair. I knew [ could not proceed in this course 
of remark only until | was called to order. Tf 
merely wished to express my disapprobation of 
the gentleman’s persevering efforts to find fault 
upon points which, if explained, as 1 cannot now 
be permitted to explain, could furnish no reason- 
able ground for dissatisfaction. 

I will now, with the consent of the-committee, 
withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 object; and 
desire to say a word in opposition to the amend- 
ment. I simply wish to say, in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, who has just taken his seat, 
that it was not my purpose, in the remarks | made, 
to assail the Administration. IT have no oceasion 
to attack them now. But, sir, I think a great 
wrong, a great outrage, has been committed by 
one of the Departments of the Government, in ap- 
pointing officers of the Army to discharge duties 
which could be better discharged by civilians, and 
in consequence of which the officers of the Army 
come here and ask us for an increase of the Army 
corps, in order to make up for those who have 
been drawn from the legitimate service of the 
Army. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call the gentleman to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
gentleman from Kentucky to be out of order. 

Mr. BISSELL. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Kentucky if it is not known 

[Cries of * Order!’ ** Order!”’} 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must call the 
gentleman to order. No further discussion upon 
the pending amendment is in order. 

Mr. BISSELL. Very well, sir. Tam not cie- 
posed to continue this discuaesion further. 

The question was put, and the amendment to 
the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON. In order that we may act 
understandingly upon this matter, | ask that the 
law under which the commission was appointed 
may be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thelaw referred to by the 
gentleman is not in the possession of the Chair. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Can it not be procured? 
I desire to hear this law read before I am called to 
vote upon the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iean turn to the lawina 
minute, but without that trouble I can state the 
substance of it in a word, It authorizes the Presi- 
dent to appoimt a mixed commission, composed 
of civillians and military men, to examine and 
report upon the superintendence of the national 
armories. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I called for the reading of 
the act because, as [ suppose, it contemplated the 
payment of the commission which, under the au- 
thority of the President of the United States, was 
to visit the armories at Springfield and Harper’s 
Ferry. They have been to one of those armortea 


What is the question now be- 
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and made 
their bills s for] 
osition to instruct them to go to Harper srerry, 


examination. They now present 


S 
ayment, and this prop- 


an 
to Conere 


it seema to me, is out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has 
out of order. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I know that. I want to 
know, from the reading of the act, under what 
authority that commission was created. 

[ want, then, merely to say that if the commis- 
sion, having been appointed under an act of Con- 
rress, have proceeded in part to discharge the 
duties which they were authorized to discharge, 
itis of no consequence whether they have been 
prevented from discharging all their duties or not; 
we are under obligation to pay them for what 
they have done. If the question is whether they 
are entitled to eight dollars a day, or to any other 
sum, that is a proper matter to come be ore this 
committee; but, as I understand it, the only ques- 
tiou is, whether they shall be paid for what they 
have done. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
Massachusetts propose an amendment? 
remarks are not in order at this time. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I propose to increase the 
amount of the appropriation five dollars. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ihave sent the law up to 
the, Clerk’s table, and if the gentleman wishes it, 
he can have it read now. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I[ask that it may be read. 
‘The Clerk read the law, as follows : 


ruled it 


Does the gentleman from 
If not, 


‘For repairs, improvements, and new machinery at 
Springfield armory, $46,094: Provided, That from and 
after the Ist day of July next, the act of Congress approved 
August 23, 1842, be so modified that the President may, if, 
in bis opinion, the public interest demand it, place over 
any armory a superintendent, who does not belong to the 
Army ; and in order to enable him to decide to his satisfac 
tion, he is hereby authorized to cause the necessary and 
proper inquiries to be instituted, through the medium of a 
commission of civilians and military men, with a view of 
ascertaining which of the two systems is more econom 
ieai, efficient; and safe for the management of the public 
armories—that formerly existing, of superintendence by 


civil officers; or that now existing, of superintendence by 


officers of the Ordnance Department.”’ 


Mr. DICKINSON. I merely wish to say, 
further, that so far as the commission have pro- 
ceeded to discharge their duties they ought to 
be paid. The question now before the House is, 
what amount they shall receive as compensation, 
and this question of civil or military superintend- 
ence is not legitimately before us. 

As I understand it, the law leaves that matter 
in the hands of the Pregident of the United States. 
W henever it comes up legitimately for discussion 
here, it will devolve upon me, as the representa- 
tive of the district in which the Springfield armory 
is located, to take some part in the discussion. I 
do not wish now to state what my views are upon 
the question, but if the matter comes up I shall 
take occasion to address the House upon it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts. It 
muy not perhaps be germane to the subject or 
clearly in order, but | desire to ask a single ques- 
tion of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. I wish to know whether this com- 
mission have performed all their duties, or whether 
they have been released from the performance of 
a portion of those duties ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Judging from the communi- 
cations before the Committee of Ways and Means, 
1 should come to the conclusion, without the least 
hesitation, that they have discharged all the duties 
that the law devolved upon them, under the direc- 
tion of the President of the United States. 

The commission was to report to the President, 
and he was to appoint such superintendent as he 
might choose under the direction of Congress. I! 
take it that they are to perform no more duties than 
they have already performed, unless another law 
be passed with that view. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I conceive, if the 
commission has discharged its duties, and there 
are none others for it to discharge, its members 
ought to be paid. The only question is, whether 
the military men of the commission shall be paid 
in addition to their regular pay in the Army. For 
my own part, | am not willing to sanction, by my 
vote, any increase of pay for the discharge of duties 
to which these officers were detailed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. Nor do 1] concur with 
the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Bissexu.} | 
speak for myself, and do not attempt to apologize 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ior the course whicn the gentleman m ty conceive 
it to be his duty to pursue, when I declare that | 


have no hesitation in saying to this committee that 
1 am uncompromisingly opposed to the discharge, 
by military or naval men, of the mere mechanical 
duties of the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is out of 
order. have been ruled out of order 
on several occasions for alluding to that subject in 
this connection. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I presume that I may 
indulged with an opportunity to explain my posi- 
tion so far as the gentleman from Illinois referred 
to the subject. | am an uncompromising friend 
of the present Administration, and I do not hesi- 
tate to make the declaration upon this floor; but 
I am not one of those Who believe that ‘‘ the king 
can do no wrong.’’ I am opposed, I may say 
in reply, and by way of explanation of the post- 
tion which I occupy upon this floor, to mere mili- 
tary men superintending the civil, or rather the 
mechanical, departments of this Government. I 
am, then, opposed, and I cannot belp expressing 
the opposition, to the superintending of the exten- 
sion of the Capitol by gentlemen belonging to the 
engineer department of the Government. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lIeall the gentleman to or- 
der. If the course of remark in which the gen- 
tleman is indulging be out of order [ object to his 
proceeding in it. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is out of order. The question is 
upon increasing the compensation to be paid these 
gentlemen. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I clearly comprehend the 
amendment. Iam giving the best possible rea- 
sons why their compensation should not be in- 
creased. I do not think that military men are in 
their proper province at Springfield or at Harper’s 
Ferry. I am of opinion that for the discharge of 
mechanical duties mechamics should be selected. 
In constituting this commission it was not neces- 


Gentlemen 


be 


sary to select officers of the Army or the officers of 


the Navy for the performance of the duties in- 
trusted to it. It would have been better consti- 
tuted of mechanics, who are more acquainted with 
the mere details of the manufacturing of arms than 
such officers, The best person to be selected for 
the discharge of the mechanical duties of any de- 
partment of the Government is a mechanic; and, 
believing thus, I am opposed to the proposed in- 
crease of compensation. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 


| the amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. GOODRICH. 


I propose to increase the 
appropriation $200. 


I concur entirely with my colleagueon my left, 


[Mr. Dickinson,] that the question before the 
committee is the amount that we are to appropri- 
ate for the payment of theservices which have been 
rendered by the members of this commission; and 
that is the only question. Suppose the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Sranron] should show that 


this system of military superintendency in our 
national armories is all wrong. Would that 


show that we ought not to pay for the services 
which have been already rendered by this com- 


mission, under the law of the last Congress, or | 


what the amount ought to be? But I do not pro- 
pose to discuss this question. I wish to saya 
single word in reference to a remark of my col- 
league [Mr. Banks] over the way. Referring to 
the statement of the gentleman from Connecticut, 
{Mr. Prart,] which was in substance that the 
course pursued by the commissioners had been 
such as to render them very unpopular, my col- 


league says that the people of Massachusetts are 


all opposed to the system of military superintend- 
ency—that there is but one opinion there on this 
subject. This is substantially what he said, as I 
understood him. 


ment is much too broad. So far as I understand 


the facts, (and I think I understand something | 


about them,) public opinion is considerably di- 
vided upon this question, particularly in Spring- 
field and vicinity, where the armory is situated. 


Many are very strongly in favor of the military | 
system; and many, and the mechanics, I think | 
very generally, are as strongly in favor of the 


civil system. 

This undoubtedly is the fact, which is all I de- 
sire to say at this time, further than to remark, 
lest what | have now said should be misunder- 


Now, sir, I think this state- 
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tute the civii for the military superintendency, anq 
should do so again. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
ment. 
Mr. GOODRICH. 
wish to withdraw it. 
No objection being made, the amendment to the 
amendment was withdrawn. 


The question was then put on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Houston, and it was adopted, 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 


Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following amendment: 

And he it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to apply sy 
sum as in his opinion may be necessary to complete the 
building for the custom-house, post office, and court hoyss 
inthe city of Pittsburg, and to furnish such building jn 
manner appropriate to its uses, and to improve the grounds 
attached to said building ; and also to pay to the two com 
missioners who superintended the construction of said 
building a compensation at three dollars a day each for the 
time they were actually employed in superintending the 
same, and for which the said Secretary shall think them ey 
titled: Provided, That the sum so, as aforesaid, to be ex 
pended by the Secretary of the Treasury shall not exceed 
the sum now remaining unexpended of appropriations here 


tofore made for the said building. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I desire to state to the House 
the necessity of passing this amendment at the 
present time. This building has just been com- 
pleted. The amendment asks for no additional 
appropriation whatever, but simply gives author- 
ity to the Secretary to apply a sum of money for 
the completion and furnishing the building, not to 
exceed the unexpended balance heretofore appro- 
priated for the construction of this building. I de. 
sire to have this amendment passed now, because 
the lease of the building at present occupied by 
the Government will expire on the first of the 
coming April. We desire to have the new builid- 
ing put in order for us_ before the arrival of that 
time. It asks no additional appropriation what- 
ever. Itis to be paid out of an unexpended bal- 
ance of an appropriation heretofore made; whic! 
balance was set aside, for this very purpose, by 
the architects under whose charge the building 
was erected. No part of the sum was specifical)) 
appropriated for that purpose, and on that accow 
the Secretary considered that there was a technical 
difficulty in ordering it to be applied to the objec: 
which we now seek to accomplish. For this cause 
it was necessary to come before Congress to ask 
that this balance may be applied in this manner 
I trust there will be no objection to this amend- 
ment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, offered the following ameni- 
ment: 


For the expenses of the House of Representatives {or 
horses and carriages, $840. 

For newspapers for members, $2,000. 

For pages, $1,936. 

For binding documents, $77,596 40. 

Miscellaneous items, $10,000. 

For binding the Congressional Globe and Appendix 
the second session of the Thirty-Second Congress, ! 
thousand and eighty-eight volumes, at sixty cents per Vi 
ume, £3,412 80. 

For messenger for Speaker, $312. 

For payment for Annals of Congress ordered fort 
House Library, being one hundred copies each of the! 
lowing volumes: the first, second, and third volumes of! 
Tenth Congress, the first, second, and third volumes of tr 
Eleventh Congress, in all six hundred volumes, at ©' 
dollars a volume, $3,000, 

For printing Index to Private Claims, ordered to be printed 
by the House of Representatives, by resolution of 22d D: 
cember, 1851, $20,000. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


I am opposed to the amend. 


If there be no objection | 


I wish to propose 


. \f> 
a question to the gentleman from Alabama, |! 
oaker, 


Hovston.] There is a messenger to the Spe 
and according to the original arrangement In re- 
gard to that matter he was to be one of the mes- 
sengers of the House. That did not involve any 
orginal expense. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The direction made by the 
House was that the Spéaker should have the ap- 
pointment of one of the messengers of the I Louse, 
whose compensation should be four dollars a Gay, 
instead of two and a half. The estimate was [0 
an entire new messenger, but the committee nave 
cut it down, and reported the difference betwe 
four dollars and two and a half. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. [I offer the following 


stood, that I voted in the last Congress to substi- || amendment to the amendment: 
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Por furnishing the marine hospital at Napoleon, Arkan- 
. I sum ot 310,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no estimate for any 
appropriation at all in any of the estimates 
» have come within my knowledge. 


7 Mr. GREENWOOD. I am perfectly willing 
shat the vote should be taken first upon the propo- 
‘ ‘the centleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovs- 

<.) and I withdraw my amendment for the 


_in order that a vote may be taken upon 
roposition. 
[he question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- 
ron’s amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON... I am instructed by the Com- 


tee of Ways and Means to offer the following 


endment: 


Wor arrearages incurred prior to the Ist of July, 1853, for 
a ing and marking the boundary line between the United 
@ : and Mexico under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
rreed to. 


was a 
Mr. HOUSTON. I aminstructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 


nent: 

Por salaries and incidental expenses of the commission 
sppointed under the act of March 3, 1851, for settling the 

i claims in California, $37,500, 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. I rise to a 
question of order. This is a very important 
aad ndment upon which we are called to vote. I 
think that we ought to have a quorum of thecom- 
mittee present to vote upon it. I appeal to the 
Chairman to know whether there is a quorum 
present. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will state to gentlemen 
of the committee, that thisamendment is to carry 
out the provisions ofa law which we passed a few 
lays since. 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from 
Pennsylvania demand a count of the House? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Ido. 

The CHAIRMAN. We can ascertain the fact 
upon a division whether there is a quorum pres- 
ent. The question before the committee is upon 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Houston. ]} 

Mr. ORR. I call for a division upon the amend- 
ment, and we can then ascertain whether there is 
a quorum present. Rise. 

‘The question was put; and, upon a division, 61 
rose in the affirmative. 

Mr. COBB. | ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER 
and VaiL were appointed. 

Mr. WALSH. There is certainly no quorum 
present now; but there may be, when gentlemen 
have sent out and called in members from the 
Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will only say in explana- 
tion of the amendment, that this amount is ren- 
dered necessary by the law passed a few days ago, 


providing for an extension of the existence of the || 


land commission for California. 

Mr. WALSH. How many commissioners are 
there? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Four. 

The question was put, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 79, noes 38. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WALSH. I rise to a question of order. I 
ask the Chair whether gentlemen outside the bar 
of the House, when the question is put, have a 
right tocome in and pass between the tellers ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. 


yo outside the bar applies only to a vote by yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. SAGE. Well, is it in order for a gentle- 
man to vote twice by tellers? 

lhe CHAIRMAN. Certainly not. 

Mr. COBB. A gentleman has a right to change 
his vote; I suppose? 

Mr. CHANDLER. | am instructed by the 


Committee on Foreign Affairs to offer the follow- 
ing amendment: 


Por compensation to Francis Dainese, for the discharge 
of the United States consular duties at Constantinople, from 
vie 16th of May, 1849,to the 20th of December, 1852, in 
conformity with the act of Congress, approved Lith Au- 
gust, 1848, £3,594 50 3 

Congress has fixed the compensatim for this 
consulship at $1,000 a year. I have before me a 
letter from the State Department, which assures 


The rule with reference to mem- | 
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us that the person mentioned in this amendment 
discharged the consular duties for the time named, 
but has not been paid, because no appropriation 
has been made for the purpose. The amendment 
merely proposes to make that appropriation. It 
is hardly necessary to debate so plain a matter. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
amendment: 

For furnishing the marine hospital at Napoleon, Arkan 
sas, the sum of $1,000. 

The gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,] 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, remarked, when I had the floor a few 
minutes since, that he saw no estimate for this ap- 
propriation. That is true; but it is a very small 
amount, and I believe that it is absolutely neces- 
sary, in order to place the marine hospital at Na- 
poleon in a fit condition for the accommodation of 
the sick seamen who may be brought there to be 
cared for. 

At the last session of Congress the sum. of 
$4,000 was appropriated for the purpose of com- 
pleting this hospital. That appropriation was 
never applied, or ordered to be applied, until the 
present session of Congress. I am apprised, from 
sources that [ can rely upon, that it is thought 
by the gentleman who has charge of the building, 
that, by the strictest economy, the sum of $4,000 
appropriated last session will complete it, but that 


[ offer the following 


| it will not be sufficient to place it in a fit condition 


for the reception of patients. Now, it is abso- 
lutely necessary that the building shall be furnished 
as well as completed. What is the use of an hos- 
pital unless it is furnished? This building ought 
to be completed and furnished before the sick 
season commences; and if it was necessary to 
construct it at all it is equally necessary to fur- 
nish it, 

It is thought that $1,000 will be sufficient for 
the purpose. These are the reasons why the ap- 
propriation has not been made before. 

| understand that the committee have been 
against all the estimates made by the proper De- 
partments. I know that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means has not seen proper 
to report a bill in pursuance of the estimates of 


| the Secretary of the Treasury, and of other officers 


at the head of various bureaus. 

I will conclude by saying that if the appropria- 
tion be not made now for furnishing this hospital 
it cannot be made until the next session, before 
which time the sickly season will arrive. I there- 
fore ask most respectfully of this committee to 
grant the appropriation, so that the hospital may 
be placed in a fit condition to accommodate the 
sick seamen who may be compelled to enter it. 

Mr. LETCHER. I find in the report on the 
finances this statement in reference to the hospital 
under consideration: . 

‘* Napoleon, Arkansas.—Site purchased September 15, 
1837, at acost of $1,000. There have been expended in the 
structure $53,250. There yet remains much to be done, 
before the building will be ready for occupation. This in- 
cludes the completing of the interior finish, the hanging of 
the doors, painting the interior and exterior, arranging the 


| bathing rooms, grading, terracing, and draining the grounds. 


The title deed is on file, as above.”’ 

Now, sir, it seems to me that the proposition 
which has been submitted by the gentleman from 
Arkansas of $1,000 to finish this establishment 

Mr. GREENWOOD. To furnish the establish- 
ment. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
before it is furnished. 





The house must be finished 
It seems to me that the 


| sum proposed will not be sufficient to accomplish 


the purposes which the Secretary of the Treasury 


reports to this House as necessary yet to be done. | 


Here he prescribes various things necessary to be 
done to this establishment; not only the furnish- 


ing, but the painting, and all these various pur- | 


poses; and I take it that $1,000 would be hardly 
sufficient to furnish a house which cost some 
$60,000 for its construction. It would be alto- 
gether insufficient for that purpose; but it shows 
this: that we ought to have some data, either 
from the Secretary of the Treasury or somebody 
else who knows the facts, and advise the appro- 
priations of money here for this as well as for all 
other purposes. 

Now, have we anything from any Department 
of the Government, or from any informed person 
connected with this marine hospital at Napoleon, 
which goes to show that $1,000 is necessary for 
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this purpose; or even, if that sum be appropriated 


that it willbe sufficient to accomplish the purpose 
designed? Hence it is, in consequence of making 
appropriations in this way, that we are constantly 
called upon at each succeeding session for increased 
amounts. There are deficiencies at almost every 
session, and they go on year after year. Now, 
would it not be much better to have some addi- 
tional definite information on tlie subject? Isug- 
gest to the gentleman from Arkansas {Mr. Green- 
woop] that he had better ascertain, through the 
Treasury Department, how much money they 
need to accomplish this purpose specified. rt 
seems to me that we ought to have some definite 


information before we undertake to vote $1,000, 
or any other amount. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. lt move to in- 
crease the appropriation from $1,000 to $6,000. 
If it be in order, I would move also that the same 
amount be appropriated for the marine hospital at 
Natchez, Mississippi. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can only 
offer one amendment at a time. 

Mr. PERKINS. Then I will say, in reference 
to the Napoleon amendment, what | designed to 
say in regard to both. I proposed the appropria- 
tion for the Natchez marine hospital at the request 
of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Harris.] 
He will, no doubt, offer it himself when the op- 
portunity occurs. 

It is really very difficult, Mr. Chairman, to 
meet the views of gentlemen on this subject. 
Yesterday the appropriation was too large; to-day 
itis too small. Another objection urged is, that 
there is no proper estimate before the House as 
to the necessity for the appropriation. Who is 
responsible for this neglect? We were told yes- 
terday by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury had made no estimate, and that the commit- 
tee had made none. - Then how is the House to 
have the information which it requires? [, sir, 
can speak from personal knowledge of the desti- 
tution of the Southwest in this particular. I re- 
side upon the banks of the Mississippi, and was 
there during the raging of the epidemic the past 
year; and [ saw the men whom it is the object of 
this amendment to provide for, display such he- 
roism in keeping up intercourse from point to 
point on the river, as is displayed and rewarded 
on the field of battle. They contracted in New 
Orleans the seeds of disease, and were put out 
at the different towns alone the banks of the 
Mississippi—the objects of individual charity. 
And yet, though their mortality excited general 
attention, and roused thesympathy of the whole 
country, the Secretary of the Treasury has not 
regarded it, it seems, a matter of sufficient itm- 
portance to be the subject of an estimate, although 
we have ample items of all the little establish- 
ments along the Ohio. 

But, sir, there is something very peculiar also 
in the recommendation of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. I desired to call the attention of the 
committee to this point yesterday, but owing to 
the system which is pursued by some old mem- 
bers, of holding in lerrorem questions of order over 
new members, [ postponed doing so at that time. 

Look at the estimates of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. They do not bring in any ap- 
propriation for this hospital. Like the Secretary 
of the Treasury, they ignore the existence of 
everything on the Mississippi river, from Cairo to 
New Orleans, while estimates and appropriations 
are made to the heart’s desire for States which 
have Representatives on that committee, and we 
hear no opposition to them. Why is this? On 
that committee are found a gentleman from Mis- 
souri—and Missouri is attended to; there is upon 
that committee a gentleman from Kentucky—and 
as the Secretary of the Treasury is aijso from 
Kentucky—that State is doubly provided for; 
there is a gentleman on that committee from Ala- 
bama, and another from Tennessee—and how are 
they provided for, sir? Mr. Chairman, I will ex- 





plain. The manner, as well as the fact, is worthy 
of attention— 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting. ) 


With the permission of the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana, I will say that I voted against every one of 
these appropriations for marine hospitals, 
located in Tennessee, Mississippi, or Louisiana. 

Mr. PERKINS. I was not thinking of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee: and if [I mentioned him, 


whether 
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he must excuse me—it was as a mere copulauve, 
connecting the others. Iwas thinking of the veh- 
tleman from Alabama, and the appropriation for 
Paduceh, which, though nominally in Kentucky, 


TH 


it 


is at the mouth of the Tennessee river, which | 


passes through the district represented by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, (Mr. Hovusron,] and runs 
along for miles in close proximity to the district 
represented by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jones. ] 

The gentleman fron Alabama [Mr. Hovston] 
yesterday objected, and, I thought, with great pro- 
priety, to the erection of custom-houses along the 
Ohio and the Mississippi, because all the work is 
done in New Orleans; and the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, whose general liberality of views 
| acknowledge, and for which | am grateful, tells 
us that these appropriations age not needed on the 
Ohio, butin the Southwest; and yet, sir, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, of which both these 
gentlemen are prominent members, come forward 
with not a single appropriation, of any character, 
from Catro to New Orleans; and when members 
rise on this floor and propose $50,000 to complete 
a building, they get up and call it extravagance. 
lf we change the character of our demand, and 
come forward, notas suppliants, but asking an ap- 
propriation—not to erect gorgeous palaces, like 
such as are seen on the Ohio, but such as is abso- 
lutely necessary to prepare acovering for the sick— 


we are told that it is too little, and will do no 


good ! 

Sir, we do not ask this appropriation for our- 
selves. Weassert the claim of humanity and jus- 
tice. These people, for whose benefit it is designed, 
are not citizens either of Arkansas, Louisiana, or 
Mississippi. They come down from Indiana, and 
from Ohio. They are thrown upon our shores; 
and we have taken them inand nursed them. We 
ask you to do what? ‘To make us some return? 
To take something from the public treasury? to 
violate any constitutional scruples? Not at all. 
As early as the year 1802, every mariner and 
seaman on the Mississippi river paid twenty cents 


per month (§2 40 per annum) into the public | 


treasury, 48 a provision against periods of sick- 
ness. With the wages of no other class of labor- 
ers, except the sailor, does the Federal Govern- 
ment directly interfere. It is not then a charity 
you have to dispense, but an obligation to dis- 
charge. From New Orleans to Cairo, a distance 
of more than one thousand miles, there is not a 
singie marine hospital completed. The one at 
Natchez, although in an unfinished state, is the 
only one which can receive a patient. From 
Cairo to Pittsburg,a distance of another thou- 
sand miles, there are four; at Paducah, Evans- 
ville, Louisville, and Pittsburg. I appeal to yen- 


tlemen if this is justice, not to the South, but to | 


those unfortunate persons who should be the re- 
cipients of this fund? Is it legislation worthy of 
this House? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
quire of the gentleman if he understood his amend- 
ment as only increasing the amount proposed by 
the amendment of the gentleman from Arkansas? 

Mr. PERKINS. 
crease that amount from $1,000 to $6,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
jana, in the ardor of his investigation of this sub- 
ject, itseems to me, runs into very extraordinary 
errors. 


The Chair desires to in- | 


My amendment was to in- | 


The gentleman from Louis- | 


Heattempts to analyze the Committee of | 


Ways and Means, in order to account for this | 


appropriation, Now, sir, the gentleman has not 


done himself justice in that; and he has not only | 
not done himeelf justice, but he has not done the | 


Committee of Ways and Means justice; for the 


estimates upon which the Committee of the Whole |, 
have heretofore acted, were all made by the Sec- | 


retary of the Treasury 

Mr. PERKINS, (interrupting.) 
complaining of this matter as solely the act of the 
committee, | spoke of it as a mystery which I did 
not pretend to understand. 


So far from || 


It seems strange to | 


me, however, that the members of the Committee 
of Ways and Means should be so much opposed | 


to these appropriations, and yet be the only ones 


to get them for their districts, and that without | 
even assuming the responsibility of advocating | 


them. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
ing, and does not extricate himself. 


The gentleman is wander- | 
I stated dis- | 


marine hospitals and custom-houses are all wrong, 


and I resisted the appropriations to custom-houses 
until I found that resistance did no good; and I 
then yielded to what I believed to be the sense of 
my colleagues upon the committee. 

The same was the case in regard to the marine 
hospitals. I have nonein my district. My State 
asks for nothing except for the Mobile custom- 
house, and the Committee of Ways and Means 
did notrecommendthat. All these appropriations 
for marine hospitals were rejected by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, because they believed 
—I speak for myself—because I believed the ap- 
propriations were extravagant, wasteful, and un- 
necessary. I am not one of those who can be 
made to believe that a hundred thousand dollars, 


or even eighty thousand dollars, are necessary to | 


build marine hospitals at any of the points men- 
tioned in this deficiency bill. 

The gentleman speaks of the marine hospital 
at Paducah as a matter of mine 
tleman is mistaken. If he had put himself to the 
troubleto examine the subject, he would havefound 


that I have been voting for years against these | 


hospitals in the interior. They are too close to 


each other; and not only that, but they are upon | 


a scale of extravagance and wastefulness which 


is in conflict with sound discretion in the care and | 


treatment of the sick seamen. 


At Memphis there is a marine hospital, which 
accommodates all our sick at three dollars and a | 


half per week. 
much as ten dollars a week. 


At some points it costs us as 
At Buffalo we have 


made an arrangement for our sick seamen at three | 
dollars a week, aside from medical attendance, | 


which is but a small item. The city establish- 
ments are the only ones where we get accommo- 
dated ata fair price. 

We are wasting money on this matter. 


We 


are wasting it in decorating citiesand points where | 


we propose to establish these hospitals, by making 
a splendid show in the erection of the buildings. 
I do not object to hospitals as such. Not at all. I 
want one wherever it is necessary, and where a 
private establishment cannot be had. 


A word in regard to the amendment of the gen- | 
tleman from Arkansas, who presented it in a fair 
and proper manner, without making an attack upon | 


the committee or upon anybody else. The gentle- 
man says the Committee of Ways and Means did 
not bring in a bill for that hospital. 


upon subjects which are not referred tous. There 
was no recommendation for the hospital at Napo- 
leon, in Arkansas. 

At the last session of Congress—the phraseol- 


ogy used here is singular, and I believe that itis a | 


mistake—we appropriated for completing and fin- 


ishing the marine hospital at Napoleon, Arkan- | 


sas, $4,000. ‘* For completing and furnishing’’ I 
believe was the language intended to be used. We 
have no estimates from the Department, and no 


papers before us, to show us that this additional 


sum Is necessary. 


Mr. WALSH. 


tion from what fund this money is to be taken? 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Waxsu] is reminded that the debate is | 
exhausted, and that he can only proceed by unan- | 


mous consent. 


Mr. WALSH. Iask for no favors. 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Per- 


KINs’s armendment to the amendment; and it was 
not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon Mr. Green 
woop’s amendment, it was taken, and there were 
—ayes 25, noes 40; no quorum voting. 

Mr. WALSH. I ask for tellers. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask fora call of the roll, 
as there is no quorum voting. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that |! 


tellers were called for in time. 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Var and 
Where er were appointed. 


The question was taken, and the tellers reported |, 


—ayes 70), noes 51. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DISNEY. 


tinetly—and this committee will remember what | |) amendment: 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, | 


No, sir, the gen- | 


There was | 
no estimate for it, and it was not referred to us, | 
and we are not in the habit of bringing in bills 


I should like to ask some of | 
the gentlemen who have spoken upon this ques- | 





/ I am instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on Public Lands to offer the following | 
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resolution of May 4th, 1848, upon the maps of the py 
lands, 85,675. 

I do not know, Mr. Chairman that there is any 
necessity for me to give a particular explanation 
in regard to this amendment. AsT have already 
said, | offer it in obedience to the instructions of 
the Committee on Public Lands—a decision made 
by that committee unanimously, and after carefy! 
and full consideration of the matter. 

By a resolution adopted by the House on the 
4th of May, 1848, it was provided that maps of 
the public lands should be prepared for the use of 
the Satta and of the Committee on Public Lands. 
These maps are kept in the room of that commit. 
tee, and are constantly referred to. Their utility 
and necessity are conceded by all who know any. 
thing about the matter, and, I believe, by all who 
wish to know anything in regard to the public 
lands, 

At the last session of Congress, for reagong 
advanced at the time, the House refused to make 

any appropriation for the continuation of the 
work, it being supposed that the work could he 
continued under the supervision and control of 
the General Land Office. The matter was lef 
in that condition; but, subsequently, upona refer. 
ence to the imperative character of the resolution, 
it was deemed proper by the parties who had 
been at work on the maps to continue their labors, 
and they have continued them. Thisamendment 
is to provide for their compensation for the time 
they have been employed. 

As I said, atthe commencement of my remarks, 
the Committee on Public Lands have carefu||y 
and fully considered the case, and have unani- 
mously directed me to report the amendment to 

_the House, and I hope it will be adopted. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 

ment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. MORGAN. I offer the following amend- 


shi 
ID he 


| ment: 


For paying William Irving $525 for services as acting 
Superintendent of the Seventh Census for five months, from 
the 30th of May, 1851. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment was ruled 
out by the Chairman yesterday. 

Mr. LILLY. Was it not voted down? 

The CHAIRMAN. No. The gentleman 

| withdrew it before any vote was taken on it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair decide tat 
this is not a private claim? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman make 
that point of order? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Als- 
bama makes the point of order that this is a pri- 
vate claim. The Chair would inquire of the 
gentleman from New York whether, under any 
existing law, Mr. Irving is entitled to the pay 
provided for by this amendment? 

Mr. MORGAN. There were a great many 
cases of this sort provided for last year. Itis only 
necessary to refer to one of them to show that tie 
House has been in the habit of ingrafting cases 
of this sort on appropriation bills. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman turn 
his attention to thepoint whether there is any law 
already in existence under which Mr. Irving 's 
entitled to this pay. 

Mr. MORGAN. He was acting Superinten¢- 
ent of the Census, and was for a time the ofly 
Superintendent, and of course there is a law au- 


| thorizing his payment. 


Mr. HOUSTON. But has not the regular Sv- 
perintendent of the Census already drawn the sal- 
ary for this time? 

Mr. MORGAN. No, he has not. He has not 
been paid, It is an unliquidated debt; one that has 


never been settled. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from New York a question at this precise point. 
Has not the regular Superintendent filed his #- 
count, claiming the salary for this period of time’ 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes; but it has not been 
allowed him. oe 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then who has been paid! 

Mr. MORGAN. No one has been paid; bu! 
of course the man who did the work ought to re 
ceive the pay. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Mr. Kennedy, who was the 
regular Superintendent at the time, claims the con 
|| pensation, and is no doubt entitled to it. 

. sas || The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
stated—that I believe these appropriations for || For payment of draftsmen and clerks «employed under || the gentleman from New York [Mr. Mores, 





